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The publication substantiates the theoretical and methodological principles of preventing the import dependence of EU countries on Russia’s energy resources in the context of geopolitical effects from the interpretation of Maslow’s theory of needs. The expediency of introducing into the national strategy of the state the priority of diversification of sources of covering the deficit in energy resources has been empirically demonstrated. On the basis of methods of system and factor analysis, the need for energy resources has been identified as a priority, which can lead to trapping the state of such effects as «protection of primary needs», «dilemma of conflict of opportunity», «opposition of needs». Such effects of the Maslow pyramid have been shown to increase import dependence, increase the need for security and independence of national interests.
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Introduction
Today, international relations in the field of cooperation between the states of the European Union, candidate countries and non-aligned states can be described as an extremely unstable environment. Such instability is due, among other things, to the emergence of conflicts in relations based on the defense of national interests of a country’s needs for import substitution of deficits in certain goods and services in the context of cooperation with other countries. It should be noted that the promotion of their own national interests and the ability to defend them at the international level is defined as a criterion for effective foreign policy. Today, the outlined plane of issues becomes especially relevant against the background of Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine and in the context of Ukraine’s aspirations to acquire the status of an EU member state.
Swedish geopolitician Rudolf Chellen[footnoteRef:1] saw the state as a living organism, where geographical space is its «body» and the nation is the «soul». Similar parallels can be drawn with the state and its national interests. One of the important national interests is to meet the need for scarce resources, which can be opposed to human needs, because the national interests of any state are focused on the needs of its population. Comparing the needs of the population under the Maslow Pyramid[footnoteRef:2] with the needs of the state demonstrates the crucial connection between national interests and the well-being of citizens and the effectiveness of foreign policy in a complex and unstable environment of international relations. [1:  CHELLEN, R. (2008): State as a form of life: per. from the Swedish. Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2008. p. 7.]  [2:  MASLOW, A. (1999): Motivation and personality. St. Petersburg: Eurasia, 1999.p. 124] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The study is aimed at theoretical and methodological solution of the scientific problem of overcoming the deficit in energy resources of the EU under the conditions of sanctions against Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine from the standpoint of the effects of public needs of the population on individual geopolitical situation.
The main goal of the study is to substantiate the theoretical and methodological principles and develop practical recommendations for preventing EU import dependence on energy in the context of studying the geopolitical effects of the interpretation of the theory of needs A. Maslow.
The study uses such methods as:
1) theoretical: systems analysis, abstractions and analogies - to justify the possibility of implementing the methodology of the Maslow pyramid from the microeconomic level to the geopolitical level; abstraction of social needs from an individual citizen of the state to the scale of the population;
2) empirical: economic and statistical method - to analyze the energy dependence of EU countries on gas supplies from Russia, to determine the share of imports of Russian energy resources (coal, natural gas, oil) in the overall structure of fossil fuel consumption of individual countries; factor analysis - to assess the impact of EU funding for Russia’s military aggression by paying for energy supplies;
2) fuzzy logic - to generalize the logical processes of application of the Maslow pyramid in the formation of the hierarchy of state needs in accordance with its national interests and the effectiveness of foreign policy strategy in terms of import substitution policy and overcoming dependence on energy shortages.

1 Maslow’s Pyramid and its effects: «primary protectionism», «confrontation of needs», «dilemma of contradictions of opportunities»
Studying the factors that influence the motivation of human actions, Abraham Maslow developed a theory according to which he divided human needs into five groups in ascending order. At the bottom of the pyramid are physiological needs - that is, those that must be met by each person in the first place - it’s breathing, water, food and sleep. Slightly higher are the needs of security - it’s all about securing the future of man, which is directly health, stability, which is expressed in the presence of a certain material base, and personal security. If the physiological and security needs are met, a person will need socialization, so his desires will be built around family, friendships, communication with others. The next step in Maslow’s hierarchy is the need to respect the individual and recognize his achievements[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  MASLOW, A. (2015): Psychology of Science. Preliminary research. Izhevsk: Institute for Computer Research, 2015. p.15] 

National interests are also the individual’s perceived needs or values, expressed in the normative document used to implement public policy. National interests can be twofold: as a set of needs and as a motive for action. Thus, the Maslow pyramid becomes especially relevant in this context. For example, the physiological needs of man can be identified with what no state can exist - it is its territory, population and sovereignty. The security needs of the state are manifested in its integrity, inviolability and economic situation, which ensures the well-being of its population[footnoteRef:4]. The need for recognition by other players of international relations, involvement in various dialogue platforms and international organizations, participation in various negotiation processes is the embodiment of the social needs of the state. But the need for respect is expressed in respect for history, culture and state values. Finally, at the top of the pyramid is the «self-realization» of the state, which gives it maximum freedom of choice in the international arena. In essence, it is the ability to impose one’s opinion on other participants in international relations and the role of its voice at the negotiating table. [4:  ZAREMSKY, M. (2021): Maslow’s Pyramid for Ukraine: How to Work for National Interests [online]. In: Rubryka.com, 05.06.2021.[Cited June 5, 2021]. Available online: https://rubryka.com/blog/maslows-pyramid-for-ukraine/] 

At the same time, the paradigm of Maslow’s pyramid finds another embodiment in the case of its implementation in the comparative theory of public goods[footnoteRef:5].Public goods for the population are such factors that hinder or hinder human development, creating certain incentives or limiting the ability of individuals and the population as a whole to implement active economic behavior. In terms of research, the Maslow Pyramid from the standpoint of satisfaction with public goods provides a more complete macroeconomic picture of complex geopolitical relations in terms of satisfaction from priority needs to higher needs of certain public goods given the dependence of individual states on their resources. the state is the primary link in meeting the needs of the population in food, heat and other priority needs. This effect can be described as «primary protectionism». [5: STIGLITZS, J. E. (2011): Rethinking macroeconomics: What Failed, and How to Repair It. In: Journal of the European Economic Association. 2011, Vol. 9 (4), p. 593.] 

Today, in the context of the joint imposition of economic sanctions against Russia, the countries of the European Union have faced the problem of meeting all levels of state needs in terms of the needs of their populations. On the one hand, the world order has been disrupted by Russia’s military aggression, which must be stopped by imposing economic sanctions, in which case states will ensure that the need for security is met. On the other hand, import-dependent states cannot implement this countermeasure function to meet the need for security, because by applying such economic sanctions as energy embargoes, they create a deficit for their state in meeting priority needs, including heat (energy as a source of heating) and food. energy as a component in the process of food production). This effect can be described as a «dilemma of contradictions of opportunities» in meeting needs.
The Maslow Pyramid acquires a conceptually new look in the same problem of energy dependence of states, when some states provide higher levels of needs in terms of import substitution, and other states lower. For EU countries, Russia with its energy resources is a source to meet the needs of the lower level - physiological needs, while for example the supply of innovative goods and services from the United States is to meet the needs of the highest level - self-realization and development. In such a comparison of needs there is another kind of effect of «confrontation of needs» in their satisfaction.
The study of this and the effects outlined above is discussed in this publication on the basis of statistical and analytical information onEurope’s import dependence on Russia’s energy resources through the prism of Maslow’s pyramid in financing the aggressor.

2 Russia’s energy slump on EU countries: an analysis in numbers
In today’s world, the famous phrase «if you want peace, go to war», adapted from the phrase Vegetation of the treatise «De Re Militari»[footnoteRef:6] is especially relevant against the background of Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine and the participation of other states in this conflict. The undisguised act of Russian armed aggression against Ukraine has exposed the problems that Western democracies have chosen not to notice over the past decade., in particular in the energy sector. Today it is obvious how firmly Russia has delayed the energy crisis, especially for the countries of the European Union.(figure 1)and what is spent on oil and natural gas sales, which account for more than a third of the Kremlin’s budget revenues. [6: Kondratiev, S. P. (1940): Flavius Vegetius Renat. Brief summary of military affairs. Bulletin of ancient history. 1940, no. 1, p. 78.] 

The EU imports 90% of its natural gas, 45% of which comes from Russia. In addition, the aggressor country also supplies the EU with 25% of oil, 45% of coal and 20% of uranium from total imports. Thus, in 2021, the European Union’s spending on Russia’s energy amounted to 99 billion euros[footnoteRef:7]. Moreover, since the beginning of Russia’s war against Ukraine, despite calls from some countries to impose tough sanctions, EU countries have spent more than 18 billion euros on Russian energy. [7: International Energy Agency (2022): Reliance on Russian Fossil Fuels Data Explorer [online]. In: IEA, 05.03.2022. [Cited 5. 3. 2022]. Available online: https: https://cutt.ly/kHWpQhE] 


Figure 1:Energy dependence of EU countries on gas supplies from Russia
(in 2020,% of upply)

Source:INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY(2022): Reliance on Russian Fossil Fuels Data Explorer [online]. In: IEA, 05.03.2022. [Cited 3. 5. 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/kHWpQhE

Bloomberg notes that if importing countries do not impose a full oil and gas embargo, this year Russia could earn nearly $ 321 billion in energy exports, which is approximately 30% more than in 2021[footnoteRef:8]. Such surpluses are due to record prices for oil and natural gas, so they are realistic even with reduced energy sales. [8: Bloomberg (2022):EU Drops Plan to Stop Tankers Moving Russian Oil Anywhere[online]. In: Bloomberg. Europe Edition, March 17, 2022 [Cited March 17, 2022]. Available online: https: https://cutt.ly/zHWpVkV] 

To stop Russia’s military machine, the EU adopted the Versailles Declaration on March 11[footnoteRef:9], which previously identified possible ways to abandon the import of Russian energy, including natural gas, oil, coal, but did not announce any specific dates. Russia has already become a record holder in the number of sanctions imposed on it, but many of them will have a long-term effect. [9: European Council (2022): Versailles Declaration of 25.03.2022 [online]. In: Consilium.europa.eu, 25.03.2022. [Cited March 25, 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/RHWajxu] 

In early March, the United States announced an immediate ban on Russian oil imports, the same decision by the United Kingdom, although the share of Russian oil, natural gas and coal imports in the energy structure of both countries is quite small, only 1% and 7% respectively. However, the intentions of European countries are less ambitious. Europe can get rid of Russia’s energy dependence by 2027, provided coordinated action by all EU member states. But such a delay is unacceptable in the face of active hostilities in central Europe, leading to irreparable losses among the civilian population of Ukraine. On March 22, during the discussion of the embargo on Russian oil, natural gas and coal, the European Union countries were divided into different camps, according to the degree of dependence on imports from the aggressor country, and not everyone is ready to take decisive action [footnoteRef:10]. [10:  ANANIEVA, O., KHMARNA, O. (2022): Sponsors of the war: who in the EU supports and who blocks the ban on oil and gas from Russia [online]. In: European Truth, April 20, 2022. [Cited 20 April 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/IHWkltp] 

While all EU countries condemn Russian aggression, delaying a full package of energy sanctions and continuing to import Russian fossil fuels will help continue to finance war and terrorism[footnoteRef:11]. In this case, there is a trap of the Maslow pyramid, which is expressed in the above three effects:»Protectionism of primary needs», «dilemma of contradictions of possibilities», «confrontation of needs». [11:  ZAREMSKY, M. (2021): Maslow’s Pyramid for Ukraine: How to Work for National Interests [online]. In: Rubryka.com, 05.06.2021.[Cited June 5, 2021]. Available online: https://rubryka.com/blog/maslows-pyramid-for-ukraine/] 


3 Europe’s import dependence on Russia’s energy resources: the state of affairs by country
Despite the urgency of the Russian energy embargo and the willingness of many countries to support tough sanctions, the introduction of such restrictions is a red line for some countries that are major buyers of Russian oil, natural gas and coal. Germany and the Netherlands, Russia’s top three oil trading partners (Figure 2), have said the EU should work to diversify energy supplies, which will gradually reduce dependence on Moscow in the energy sector.

Figure 2:The largest importers of Russian oil from Europe (in 2021, billion dollars)
Source:EUROPEAN FEDERATION FOR TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT(2022): Europe’s dependence on Russian oil puts $ 285 million a day in Putin’s pocket [online]. In: AISBL, 08.03.2022. [Cited 8 March 2022]. Available online: https: https://cutt.ly/HHWaGZK

Earlier, Germany, the Netherlands, France and Italy did not support the initiative of Poland and the Baltic bloc to boycott Russian energy imports. However, after the publication of evidence of war crimes by the Russian army in the suburbs of Kiev, European politicians talked about the need to strengthen sanctions, which may include measures to limit the supply of Russian gas.
One of Europe’s largest economies, Germany is in perhaps the most difficult position. The share of Russian imports in Germany’s gas supply is 46%, in oil supply - 37%. In addition, in 2021, 53% of the coal needed for the energy sector and industry was also purchased from Moscow. Thus, in 2021, Germany paid the Russians $ 23.1 billion, bringing them 8.8% of annual «energy» revenue, p them $ 11 billion - for gas [footnoteRef:12]. [12:  EUROPEAN FEDERATION FOR TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT(2022): Europe’s dependence on Russian oil puts $ 285 million a day in Putin’s pocket [online]. In: AISBL, 08.03.2022. [Cited 8 March 2022]. Available online: https:https://cutt.ly/HHWaGZK] 

Italy adds to the list of countries that are likely to be affected by tough sanctions against Russia, as the country is the second largest importer of Russian gas after Germany among the EU. Italy uses natural gas to generate 40% of its electricity. 90% of gas needs are met by imports, but 41% of natural gas comes from Russia. In addition, Italy also buys about 52% of its coal and 18% of its oil from Moscow. Against the backdrop of the war, the Italian government began looking for alternatives and new sources, including intensifying negotiations with Qatar on the supply of liquefied natural gas. The country has also recently said it «may not veto sanctions against Russian gas.»
The positions of the governments of the Netherlands, Austria and Hungary, which fear economic consequences for their own countries, are also projected. The Netherlands imports about 36% of its natural gas from Russia. The country’s dependence on Russian oil products is 23%, and Russia’s share in coal imports is 44%. As one of the leaders in green electricity generation, Austria still relies on natural gas and does not support the occupiers’ energy embargo. Russian imports account for almost 90% of gas supplies to the country, which is necessary to ensure the stable operation of energy and industrial complexes. However, the share of supplies of Moscow coal and oil products is quite low - only 9.1% and 7.5%, respectively. France is also wary of the events of the last month, but without any loud statements. Dependence on Russian imports here is about 20% in the consumption of natural gas, 13% - oil and 24% - coal. However, energy imports are not the only area of interaction between France and Hossia, and French industry, including nuclear energy giant EDF, is not only still working closely with the aggressor country, but also intends to sell a 20 percent stake in GEAST, Arabel turbine maker, Russian Rosatom. Following the events in Bucha, the French president said he was ready to support new energy sanctions, especially on coal and oil, but left no comment on the nuclear industry, which is key for France. in particular, the nuclear energy giant EDF not only still maintains close working relations with the aggressor country, but also intends to sell a 20 percent stake in GEAST, the manufacturer of Arabel turbines, to Russia’s Rosatom. Following the events in Bucha, the French president said he was ready to support new energy sanctions, especially on coal and oil, but left no comment on the nuclear industry, which is key for France. in particular, the nuclear energy giant EDF not only still maintains close working relations with the aggressor country, but also intends to sell a 20 percent stake in GEAST, the manufacturer of Arabel turbines, to Russia’s Rosatom. Following the events in Bucha, the French president said he was ready to support new energy sanctions, especially on coal and oil, but left no comment on the nuclear industry, which is key for France [footnoteRef:13]. [13: TARASOVSKY, Yu. (2022). Austria against the embargo, Italy - for. Which EU countries will be most affected by the refusal of Russian gas [online]. In: Forbes.ua, 04.04.2022. [Cited 4. 4. 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/IHWsbTe] 

Fearing Russia, Hungary did not support the EU in providing military assistance to Ukraine, as well as Poland’s initiative to immediately abandon Russian fossil fuels. According to incumbent Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, whose party won its fourth parliamentary election, European sanctions should not affect imports of gas and oil products. This position is primarily due to the complete dependence of the country’s energy sector on Russian natural gas supplies and a high share of imported oil - 43% [footnoteRef:14]. [14:  SIENIAWSKI, B. (2022). Hungary and Poland growing apart over Russian energy [online]. In: Euractiv, March 11, 2022. [Cited 11. 3. 2022]. Available online:https://cutt.ly/OHWsJaz] 

Slovakia is extremely dependent on Russian gas supplies. In 2020, 88% of natural gas and 71% of coal needs were covered by contracts with the aggressor country. Moreover, all imported oil was Russian. Slovakia, like other EU countries, has disagreed with Russia’s blackmail for gas in rubles, but Economy Minister Richard Sulik said earlier that gas supplies could not be halted. The next payment is to be made by the Slovak gas company SPP on May 20, so the government actually takes a wait-and-see attitude and refrains from any radical actions [footnoteRef:15]. [15:  LEPEKHA, J. (2022). Slovakia has stated its readiness to pay for Russian gas in rubles, unless otherwise agreed [online]. In: Public.News, 03.04.2022. [Cited 3. 4. 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/xHWdxrX] 

The Czech Republic adds to the list of EU countries most dependent on Russian gas. The country has its own coal reserves and covers unmet needs by importing from Poland. Before the war in Ukraine, the share of Russian gas imports was 86% and oil - 36% [footnoteRef:16]. The Czech government has backed previous EU sanctions against Russia, but the country’s readiness to abandon Russian hydrocarbons is questionable. [16: International Energy Agency (2022): Reliance on Russian Fossil Fuels Data Explorer [online]. In: IEA, 05.03.2022. [Cited 3. 5. 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/kHWpQhE] 

In summary, the study on the level of Europe’s import dependence in terms of member countries on Russia’s energy resources such as coal, gas and oil, we have presented below (figure 3) summary statistics that demonstrate confirmation of the above statements.

Figure 3:The share of imports of Russian energy (coal, natural gas, oil) in the overall structure of fossil fuel consumption of individual countries (in 2021,%)

Source:INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY(2022): Reliance on Russian Fossil Fuels Data Explorer [online]. In: IEA, 05.03.2022. [Cited 3. 5. 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/kHWpQhE

4 Attempts by EU countries to import energy resources in response to Russia’s blackmail
Poland and the Baltic states are currently in favor of a full package of sanctions against the aggressor country, including a full fossil fuel embargo and port blockades. Poland, which has been actively helping Ukrainians since the first days of the war, has already announced a radical boycott of Russian energy. According to recently published data from the International Energy Agency, the share of Russian energy imports in the country is 37%. In particular, Poland receives 46% of gas, 77% of oil and 15% of coal from Russia[footnoteRef:17]. The country will introduce a full embargo on Russian coal imports in April-May, and a reduction in natural gas imports is planned for May. Poland plans to stop importing Russian oil, gas and coal by the end of 2022 and calls on other EU governments to follow suit. [17: International Energy Agency (2022): Reliance on Russian Fossil Fuels Data Explorer [online]. In: IEA, 05.03.2022. [Cited 3. 5. 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/kHWpQhE] 

In response to the war in Ukraine and Russia’s energy blackmail, Lithuania became the first European Union country to completely suspend Russian gas imports, which account for about 50% of the country’s consumption. Despite its extreme dependence on Russian energy resources, the Lithuanian Ministry of Energy said that since the beginning of April, the country’s gas transportation system has been operating without Russian natural gas. 
In addition, President Gitanas Nauseda [footnoteRef:18] has expressed plans to halt Russian oil imports, which accounted for 83% by 2021, and speed up the synchronization of the country’s energy system with ENTSO-E, which will allow Lithuania to disconnect from Russia’s energy system earlier than planned in 2025. However, despite Lithuania’s progressive position and Ukraine’s support, it is unknown how the country will reduce its imports of Russian coal, which accounts for 71%. On April 3, the Latvian gas operator JSC Conexus Baltic Grid announced that the gas transmission systems of all three Baltic countries operate without fuel supplies from Russia. In the coming months, natural gas needs will be met through reserves. In the future, the countries plan to rely on gas supplies through the Klaipedos Nafta liquefied gas terminal (Klaipeda, Lithuania). In the future, the Estonian government intends to build an additional terminal near Tallinn [footnoteRef:19]. [18:  ARMYINFORM NEWS AGENCY(2022): Gitanas Nauseda: Lithuania will promote deoccupation of Ukrainian territories [online]. In: AI, 03.05.2022. [Cited 3. 5. 2022]. Available online: https:https://cutt.ly/cHWa9DD]  [19:  ANANIEVA, O., KHMARNA, O. (2022): Sponsors of the war: who in the EU supports and who blocks the ban on oil and gas from Russia [online]. In: European Truth, April 20, 2022. [Cited 20 April 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/IHWkltp] 

Other Baltic states, Latvia and Estonia, also support energy sanctions against Russia, although they are heavily dependent on imported Russian gas and coal (figure 4).

Figure 4:The dependence of the Baltic States on Russian fossil fuels (in 2021, share in%) 

Source:INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY(2022): Reliance on Russian Fossil Fuels Data Explorer [online]. In: IEA, 05.03.2022. [Cited 3. 5. 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/kHWpQhE

Belgium is not completely dependent on Russian gas, although openness to the European market will also affect price fluctuations. Belgium covers 4% to 6% of its gas needs from Russian imports. About 33% of gas imports come from the Netherlands, while Norway provides almost 30% of the needs, another 20% comes from Qatar. However, the Kingdom consumes a significant share of other types of Russian fossil fuels - 30% oil and 20% uranium. As a result, the Belgian Minister of Energy set up a working group in March to find alternatives to the fossil fuel of the aggressor country [footnoteRef:20]. [20:  International Energy Agency (2022): Reliance on Russian Fossil Fuels Data Explorer [online]. In: IEA, 05.03.2022. [Cited 3. 5. 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/kHWpQhE] 

In early April 2022, Denmark also imposed a moratorium on the purchase of Russian oil. In 2020, the country’s dependence on supplies from Russia was almost 32% [footnoteRef:21]. The country does not import Russian gas, but 94% of coal is supplied by Russia. [21:  INTERFAX(2022). A campaign was launched among Belgian citizens: «Reduce energy use to support Ukraine» [online]. In: mind.ua, 08.04.2022. [Cited April 8, 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/xHWfrJU] 

Even before the Russian invasion, Spain announced its readiness to support sanctions against Russia in the event of an attack on Ukraine. The country’s economy is not too dependent on Russian hydrocarbons, whose imports in 2020 amounted to only 8%.
The economies of Bulgaria and Finland, which are also in favor of sanctions against Russian hydrocarbons, will be hit hard by the possible embargo. According to preliminary forecasts, the fall in GDP of these countries may be more than 1%.
However, in mid-March, the Bulgarian government announced that it did not plan to extend the current contract for the purchase of Russian gas, which expires in July this year, and would look for alternative sources of fuel from Qatar and Algeria. In addition, the country intends to use the existing infrastructure of Greece and Turkey to purchase liquefied natural gas, which will increase supplies from Azerbaijan [footnoteRef:22]. It should be noted that in 2019 the share of imported Russian gas was almost 80%. Despite ambitious gas plans, the situation with Russian oil purchases is less positive. Burgas Petrochemical Plant, owned by Russian company Lukoil, continues to process Russian oil, which accounts for 60% of the total oil refined by the plant [footnoteRef:23]. According to the International Energy Agency, in 2019 all oil imported to Bulgaria was Russian, and coal imports from the aggressor country amounted to only 7%[footnoteRef:24]. [22:  ANANIEVA, O., KHMARNA, O. (2022): Sponsors of the war: who in the EU supports and who blocks the ban on oil and gas from Russia [online]. In: European Truth, April 20, 2022. [Cited 20 April 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/IHWkltp]  [23: International Energy Agency (2022): Reliance on Russian Fossil Fuels Data Explorer [online]. In: IEA, 05.03.2022. [Cited 3. 5. 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/kHWpQhE]  [24: International Energy Agency (2022): Reliance on Russian Fossil Fuels Data Explorer [online]. In: IEA, 05.03.2022. [Cited 3. 5. 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/kHWpQhE] 

Despite the significant share (almost 45% in 2020) of Russian hydrocarbons in the country’s energy sector, Finland calls on EU countries to abandon energy imports from Russia as soon as possible. In 2020, 68% of natural gas, 80% of oil and 30% of coal consumed were imported from the aggressor country. In Finland, per capita energy consumption is one of the highest in the EU due to its energy-intensive industry and local climate. According to previous plans, Finland intended to abandon coal by 2029, but some energy companies have announced their readiness to do so much earlier. For example, the Helsinki Municipal Energy Company Helen has announced that it will not renew contracts with Russian coal suppliers that are coming to an end [footnoteRef:25]. [25:  ECONOMIC TRUTH (2022). Finland wants to get rid of coal completely by 2030 [online]. In: epravda.com.ua, 01.09.2017. [Cited September 1, 2017]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/vHWfUUi] 

The Slovenian government has not yet announced radical plans to phase out Russian fossil fuels, but has expressed readiness to support EU action in this direction. Slovenia buys 91% of its gas through the Central European Gas Hub (Baumgarten, Austria), which is dominated by Russian gas. However, according to official statistics, in 2019, imports of natural gas from Russia amounted to 12%, and oil - 28% [footnoteRef:26]. As for coal, in general Slovenia relies on its own resources, and imports are only 10%. The share of coal supplies from Russia is insignificant. [26:  International Energy Agency (2022): Reliance on Russian Fossil Fuels Data Explorer [online]. In: IEA, 05.03.2022. [Cited 3. 5. 2022]. Available online: https://cutt.ly/kHWpQhE] 


Conclusion
The Maslow Pyramid, reflecting the hierarchy of the state’s needs, clearly demonstrates the relationship between the realization of its national interests and the effectiveness of foreign policy in terms of import substitution policy and overcoming dependence on energy shortages.
Reforming state institutions and striving for economic growth is impossible without meeting fundamental state needs. A state that cannot meet the security needs of its population will not be able to realize itself in the international community and achieve a high level of economic growth. Similarly, in order to protect its own national interests among other countries, the state must first be able to protect its territorial integrity. Unfortunately, without the full implementation of the fundamental needs of the state, there can be no question of implementing its strategic plans. Therefore, the absence of the rule of law, the inviolability of the state and at the same time the existence of armed conflict, which it is unable to resolve, reduces the effectiveness of its foreign policy to zero, increasing the factor of dependence on other players in international relations.
Therefore, in order to gain a voice in the world community and promote their own ideals and values, each country in the context of its national strategy must prioritize the diversification of resources (including energy) that provide priority needs, identifying security needs for the Maslow Pyramid. Otherwise, the state will fall into the trap of the same pyramid, which is defined by its three effects: «primary protectionism», «confrontation of needs», «dilemma of contradictions of opportunities», which will lead it into a dead end depending on another state. dependence and monopoly position eliminates any parameters of security and alternative choices, and in the course of confrontations and the pursuit of wealth will not neglect the lives of people in other countries.
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