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Nowadays, globalization and integration processes determine fundamental changes in global educational space. Innovative technologies facilitate approaches to professional education, which positively influences the development of forms, methods and technologies for organizing educational activities. UK educators constantly apply the latest approaches to teaching, learning and assessment, as well as provide opportunities for sustainable development and lifelong education and encourage students to develop their skills of critical, abstract and creative thinking (Koller, & Darics, 2018).
British linguistics curricula indicate that forms and methods of teaching, learning and assessment should be aimed at enhancing students’ academic progress and reflecting relevant objectives of professional education. Curricula developers clearly coordinate teaching and learning methods with expected competencies in order to motivate future linguists toward professional and personal development.
Linguistics departments provide their students with a set of documents, which contains detailed information on educational objectives, content of academic subjects, as well as expected learning outcomes. In addition, linguistics curricula take into consideration the peculiarities of learning styles and learning activities and combine traditional instruction with creative application of theory in practice.
Linguistics curricula assess students’ ability to analyze linguistic data, apply different methods in order to collect such data, understand linguistic concepts, theories, methods, links between these aspects of linguistics and solve specific linguistic problems. Assessment methods are coordinated and systematized with the stated goals of linguistics curricula. They are rather innovative in the character of assessment methods, since the Subject Benchmark for Linguistics does not limit curricular developers in selecting individual methods. Creative approach to applying the latest pedagogical and technological innovations will provide new opportunities for assessing students’ educational capabilities.
Due to academic interdisciplinarity, linguistics curricula include the following main forms for organizing educational activities of linguistic students: lectures, seminars, practical classes, laboratory work, workshops, group and individual tutorials, planning, design and implementation of group or individual research projects, virtual learning environment.
It must be noted that of great importance are critical reading of core texts; oral presentations, including those using visual presentation software; problem sets and short exercises involving data analysis; supervised independent learning; using relevant linguistic software, etc. (Quality Assurance Agency, 2015).
Innovative methods and technologies in professional education of linguistics students are used in traditional higher education institutions (full-time and part-time modes of study), via distance learning, as well as at virtual universities. British scholars state that innovative teaching methods should complement existing ones rather than replace or duplicate them (Mansel, 2011).
Innovative methods in professional education of linguistics students in the UK usually include verbal (online-discussion), visual (multimedia presentations of web-pages, web-sites, applications, visual behavioural experiment) and practical (webquest, cyberguide, computer-based projects).
Webquest is an activity based on inquiries, using which students can obtain basic information from Internet sources. The format of webquest models allows lecturers to assist students in adapting to opportunities and challenges of the Internet. Subsequently, students will be able to develop their own webquests in the context of linguistic problems under study and exchange them during collaborative activities with peers. Cyberguides are specially organized units that are based on standards and transmitted over the network. The unit consists of a set of instructions for developers, intended both for students and teachers, who work with special scientific literature. It contains a description of the task, a step-by-step instruction for achieving the goal and the Internet resources necessary for obtaining the result (selected by the teacher or the developer), some tips how to assess the obtained results in the context of several (approximately six) aspects. Multimedia presentation is a tool for transmitting information, which is designed to use text, graphics, video, animation, sound. Multimedia presentations include creating a webpage or website, using a multimedia application for slide show, filming, editing, etc. Computer project is a collaborative activity that is allows students to exchange experience, beliefs, data, problem-solving strategies, products developed on their own or jointly.
In the UK, professional education of linguistics students is based on advanced computer technologies, in particular a virtual learning environment. The virtual learning environment is used to organize virtual linguistic conferences. The advantages of these conferences are the following: high efficiency of teaching and learning in comparison with traditional methods, increasing the role of students in the education process, using interactive teaching and learning methods and approaches, fast feedback, multiple access to electronic information, peer-to-peer learning, changes in the role of tutors (to facilitate the education process rather than control it). However, there are certain disadvantages of virtual linguistic conferences that impede their mass dissemination, namely, they are emotionally “poorer” than conferences that involve live communication; information overload related to complexity of linguistic concepts.
The leading role in informatizing professional education of linguistics students is played by the latest software (E-Prime and Matlab) and modern linguistic multimedia laboratories (data processing laboratories, forensic linguistics laboratories, sociolinguistics laboratories, observation laboratories, psycholinguistics laboratories), which are not only intended for conducting lessons, but also for independent work of students. These laboratories meet all the psychological, hygienic and ergonomic requirements. As a rule, they are equipped with personal computers for students and teachers, servers, printers, scanners, TVs, digital cameras, video cameras, webcams, interactive whiteboards, digitizers, hardware and software for international conferences, digital databases with exam materials files, a software package for continuing student control, electronic educational materials, information support tools for the education process, etc.
The above-mentioned information may be a useful source for enhancing professional competency and professional development of specialists in applied linguistics in higher education institutions in Ukraine.
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