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Анотація: У статті розглянуто особливості викладання іноземної мови в умовах дистанційного навчання у Хмельницькому національному університеті.
 
Аннотация: В статье рассмотрены особенности преподавания иностранного языка в условиях дистанционного обучения в Хмельницком национальном университете.
 
Summary: The article deals with the peculiarities of a foreign language teaching in the terms of total distance learning in Khmelnytskyj National University.

Problem research. Distance learning, began at the beginning of the 18th century, when in 1728 K. Phillips submitted an advertisement to a Boston newspaper about recruiting students to study stenography. An interesting fact was that the student could live anywhere in the country, since it was assumed that the learning process would take place through the exchange of letters. In the 20th century, with the development of radio and television, and later the Internet, new opportunities for distance education appeared. “In the 1960s, distance education received international recognition and began to actively develop with the support of UNESCO” [4].
Analysis of recent researches and publications. Theoretical and practical aspects of distance learning have been thoroughly analyzed in the works of both foreign and domestic scientists, among them are: Adams J. E., Dichanz H., Bodendorf F., Hoppe G., Eckert B., Lobin Н., Kettunen J., Andreeva A. A., Alekseeva O.M., Bykova V. Yu., Vashchenka V. Yu., Kolos K. R.  Dyadycheva V. V., Kuklyeva V. O., Manako A. F., Kukharenka V. M., Polat Ye. S., Rybalko O. V, Stefanenka P. V, Stryuka A. M., Semerikova, S. O., Smyrnova, Trybulʹsʹka Ye. M., Syrotenko N. H., Khutorsʹkyy A. V. and others.
The purpose of the article is to study the peculiarities of a foreign language teaching in the terms of total distance learning in the universities in in Khmelnytskyj National University.
The main material research. January, 21, 2004 can be considered the date of the official start of distance learning in Ukraine, when Order № 40 of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine approved the “Regulations on Distance Learning”, which initiated the introduction of new technologies in education. The order was issued with the aim of developing and improving methods of distance education and raising the educational level of the population. The order recommended “the use of distance learning methods primarily for retraining specialists or in areas poorly provided with qualified teaching staff, but having sufficient material and technical equipment” [2].
Distance education is an opportunity to study and receive the necessary knowledge remotely from the school at any convenient time. Regulations on distance education and the Concept of distance education development in Ukraine regulate the rights and responsibilities of participants in the educational process.
Citizens who have secondary, vocational, higher education, as well as those who have the opportunity to perform remotely necessary tasks with the help of educational technologies can study remotely in Ukraine. The learning process is based on the use of various means of communication. Upon completion of such training, students receive appropriate certificates.
The term of study on the basis of secondary higher education is 6 years. Secondary vocational education - 4.5 years. On the basis of higher non-legal education - 3 years [1].
Distance learning models are:
· on the basis of independent study of material (externship);
· university studies;
· cooperation of educational institutions;
· autonomous educational institutions;
- autonomous educational systems;
- distance learning using multimedia programs [1].
The COVID-19 pandemic led to a sharp transition of universities to distance learning, which became a great challenge for many, especially in March - July 2020, brought with it a number of problems that had to be solved, and turned into a huge experience that changed forever understanding of the possibilities of the learning process.
To contain the spread of the global pandemic, the governments of many countries have decided to close educational institutions. “According to UNESCO, 188 states have closed schools nationwide, affecting 91.3% of students worldwide (1.58 billion people).  To minimize the negative effects of school closures and create conditions for lifelong learning process, especially for the most vulnerable segments of the population, many countries are introducing distance learning systems in schools and universities. According to UNESCO, 53 states have already deployed national educational platforms for distance learning ” [6].
Recently, in connection with the transition of universities to distance learning, there has been an urgent need to create and use innovative tools in the field of education and, in particular, in teaching foreign languages.
Analysis of current trends in higher education, i.e. trends in its change, indicates the recognition of distance learning as one of the priority areas.
As for Khmelnytskyi National University, it should be noted that training with the use of distance learning technologies has been actively carried out since 2000. Depending on the form of organization of the learning process, the training management systems Moodle, massive online courses are used; digital collections of educational resources of the Internet of a professional orientation; platforms for conducting online classes in video conferencing mode (Zoom, Skype, Microsoft Teams, Google Forms, etc.), allowing mobile remote work, etc. The training platforms use resources such as: text files, web pages, audio files , presentations, images, hyperlinks to web pages and various files (video and audio, electronic textbooks, etc.) on the Internet [3].
However, it should be noted that teaching a foreign language using computer technology is constantly undergoing changes due to technological innovations that challenge the well-established traditional ideas about how teaching and learning of foreign languages should be carried out with the help of a teacher and without him/her.
The general goals of foreign languages teaching have also changed. The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages emphasizes the importance of “multilingualism and multicultural competence” and calls on teachers to develop the ability of their students to apply their linguistic and communicative competencies in a variety of linguistic and communicative situations.
In light of these new challenges, many foreign language teachers have drawn attention to the potential of network technologies to expand and complement the traditional form of teaching communicative communication.
Distance learning is one of the alternative approaches that can replace face-to-face or traditional education and is one of the key factors in the development of higher education. Many universities in one way or another are introducing computer technologies in the field of teaching, including foreign language teaching. In addition, studies have begun to emerge that have shown that distance learning is as effective as face-to-face learning.
Although distance learning continues to evolve rapidly, it is still in its early stages of development. Consequently, educators need a greater understanding of how students perceive and respond to elements of distance learning (since student perceptions and attitudes are critical to motivation and learning), and how to most effectively apply this learning format to improve the quality of education.
However, the effectiveness of teaching cannot be improved by teaching with the help of information technology alone. The effectiveness of distance learning depends on the organization of the process, on the methodological quality of the materials used during the lesson, and, of course, on whether the teacher who participates in the learning process is a master of his/her craft, on his/her ability to motivate students to acquire knowledge, skills and abilities , as well as the formation of the necessary competencies, competencies of the XXI century, which will be most in demand in the near future.
Distance learning will be effective only if the following characteristics are present [5]: 
1) students’ activities should be carefully and in detail planned and organized;
2) the goals and objectives of training should be clearly indicated; 
3) training should be interactive, since interactivity is the key concept of distance learning educational programs; 
4) there should be a feedback between the student and the educational material; 
5) it is necessary to have the possibility of group training; 
6) sound accompaniment should be organized. 
Thus, effective distance learning of a foreign language should be based on a well-built virtual language environment.
Based on its multifunctionality, distance learning using electronic technologies is widely used in the field of foreign language learning in higher educational institutions. The main advantage of distance education when learning foreign languages is the practical component.
The peculiarity of teaching a foreign language is that the goal is not only the possession of language competence, but also the possession of communicative competence. A foreign language, being a means of communication and knowledge, occupies a special place in the education system. In addition, to practice and master communication skills, a language environment is needed. And, if it is not possible to practice communication in real conditions, it becomes necessary to create imaginary situations that will stimulate communication in the target language. As a result, the use of distance learning for practicing grammatical and lexical skills, developing translation practice, teaching various types of reading and listening skills becomes effective and relevant [5]. However, distance learning with the use of multimedia technologies allows students to also learn all the diversity of the language, and not only focus on grammatical or lexical phenomena. Collocations, lexical phrases and expressions are topics that often go beyond the traditional curriculum and which are applied and integrated in the classroom in the distance format.
In the course of distance learning, students can face a number of obstacles. These barriers can represent the learning environment, as well as, what is important, the individual characteristics of the learners. Nowadays there are no such distance programs that would take into account certain individual characteristics of each student.
Another disadvantage of distance learning is the lack of motivation and psychological unwillingness of some students to study independently without direct control from the teachers. This also includes the problem of self-organization and the lack of face-to-face communication between the subjects of the educational process. In this regard, teachers are faced with the problem of organizing student learning activities in such a way as to provide the greatest motivation for learning.
The results of the study showed that students, in general, are not opposed to learning foreign languages in a distance format. Such an approach to teaching allows increasing the efficiency of educational processes due to a variety of practical activities, high dynamism associated with the flexibility of the choice of educational material and a variety of forms of educational and methodological support. However, according to students, the distance learning format does not contribute to their motivation and better assimilation of educational material. Based on the students’ answers, we came to the conclusion that students need to be “taught to learn”. In modern conditions, it is no longer enough to simply transfer knowledge to students, analyze complex topics. It is necessary to teach them to systematically look for something new, to constantly update their knowledge, to use technology as a means to an end, for example, to learn a foreign language.
Conclusions. The COVID-19 pandemic caused a certain crisis in education in March - July 2020. It showed that the education system is vulnerable, it is necessary to solve such problems as the potential of distance learning how learners gain knowledge in different circumstances of time and place, conducting exams, as the usual exam models do not work in distance learning, etc. Solving these problems stimulates innovation and the development of inclusiveness, allows you to experiment with different time frames and teaching models.
Modern distance education can only serve as an addition to the traditional form of education, the combination of these two models of education will be most effective. The distance format is a topic of discussion on the subject of the future of higher education. Distance education is at the forefront of technical and technological advances, however, lack of reliable communication can limit pedagogical opportunities.
As for the forced transition to a distance learning format teachers are forced to develop a distance learning environment that would be aimed at adapting all students to distance learning and distance pedagogy in general.
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