UDC 378
Olha Lapshyna,
PhD in Pedagogy, Associate Professor,
Associate Professor of the Department of Foreign Language Education
and Intercultural Communication
Khmelnytskyi National University, Khmelnytskyi

Olena Dorofeyeva, 
PhD in Philology, Associate Professor, 
Associate Professor of the Department of Foreign Language Education
and Intercultural Communication
Khmelnytskyi National University, Khmelnytskyi

Oksana Komochkova,
Teacher of Higher Category, Methodology Teacher,
Deputy Principal for Educational Work,
Municipal General Secondary Education Institution 
“Gymnasium No 21 of Khmelnytskyi City Council”, Khmelnytskyi


INTEGRATING APPLIED LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGE STUDIES: PROSPECTS FOR UKRAINE’S HEIs

This paper explores the potential for integrating applied linguistics and language studies in Ukraine’s higher education institutions (HEIs). It examines current trends, challenges, and opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration, emphasizing the role of applied linguistics in enhancing language education, translation studies, and communication skills in a multilingual and globalized world.
Ukraine’s HEIs are undergoing significant transformations to align with international education standards. Applied linguistics, as a multidisciplinary field, offers valuable insights into language acquisition, sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, and computational linguistics. Integrating these aspects into language studies can enhance both theoretical understanding and practical application, ultimately preparing students for diverse professional environments requiring linguistic proficiency and cross-cultural communication skills [2].
Applied linguistics supports language education by providing evidence-based methodologies for language teaching, assessment, and policy-making. It contributes to fields such as 1) second language acquisition (SLA), enhancing teaching strategies and curriculum development; 2) translation and interpretation studies, improving accuracy and efficiency through linguistic research and technology; 3) corpus linguistics, using language data for pedagogical and research purposes; and 4) psycholinguistics and neurolinguistics, understanding cognitive processes in language learning [3]. 
Additionally, computational linguistics plays a crucial role in the development of language technologies, including machine translation, speech recognition, and automated language assessment tools, which can significantly enhance language learning and professional communication [1].
Despite its potential, applied linguistics is not yet fully integrated into Ukraine’s HEIs due to several factors: a) limited interdisciplinary programmes combining linguistics and technology, b) insufficient funding for language research and development, c) the need for professional development opportunities for faculty, and d) a lack of collaboration between academic institutions and industry partners. 
Furthermore, traditional teaching methods still dominate language studies, often limiting the adoption of innovative, research-driven approaches to language education.
To address these challenges, Ukraine’s HEIs can adopt the following strategies: 

· curriculum innovation by introducing interdisciplinary courses that blend linguistics with education, IT, and communication sciences; 
· research collaboration by encouraging joint projects with international universities and linguistic research centres; 
· technology integration by using artificial intelligence and natural language processing tools in language learning and translation; 
· policy development by establishing national frameworks that support applied linguistics in higher education. 

Additionally, HEIs should foster partnerships with businesses and governmental organizations to ensure that language education aligns with industry needs and global communication standards.
Therefore, the integration of applied linguistics into language studies presents a promising avenue for Ukraine’s HEIs to enhance linguistic education, research, and global competitiveness. By fostering interdisciplinary collaboration and leveraging technological advancements, Ukrainian universities can create a more dynamic and effective language education system. The adoption of applied linguistics principles can not only improve language proficiency among students and educators but also contribute to Ukraine’s broader efforts in internationalization, fostering greater engagement in global academic and professional networks.
Futher research should focus on updating teaching methods and techniques in the context of higher education. 
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