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CONCEPT-BASED APPROACH TO FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHERS’ TRAINING: GENERALIZATION OF THE WORLD EXPERIENCE

Foreign language teaching has been an up-to-date issue in modern pedagogics due to an increased social demand for foreign language education and intercultural communication. Teachers of foreign languages are required to possess a set of competences, which are developed during their training at universities. This training must be natural, continuous, purposeful, controlled and progressive. It must provide a balance between subject content, methodological, psychological, and socio-educational aspects of foreign language education. 
Modern scientific and pedagogical research conducted in Ukraine, the USA, Japan, India and a number of European countries testifies that concept-based approach proves to be efficient. It focuses not only on subject knowledge but also on meta-subject (universal) knowledge, skills and abilities, which are mostly provided by cognitive linguistics and cognitive psychology that consider a concept as a basic unit of the human thinking code. Concepts reflect the process of methodological reality cognition, reflect categorical and value characteristics of knowledge. In foreign language education, this approach is given a fundamental importance as it provides integration and integrity of presenting different pedagogical (methodological) concepts to students and stresses that the acquisition of methodological knowledge should be carried out not in the form of theoretical rules and formulations but in the form of certain concepts. They give a certain systemic character to the professional training of future foreign language teachers that presupposes not only mastering of methodological concepts, but also methodological terms that describe and reveal the content of the concepts (Levrints, 2020).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Concept-based approach to foreign language education provides integration of the whole set of psychological and pedagogical knowledge obtained at the university. Knowledge from the studied sciences significantly supplements the content of methodological concepts, increases the degree of consciousness of the student’s knowledge and their conscious assimilation of the basics of future teaching activity.
The formation of concept-based approach to foreign language education takes place on a solid theoretical basis. First, we should mention the philosophical prerequisites, which are formed by philosophy and philosophy of education, axiology (the science of values), methodology as a science, and the logic of methodology as a science. Besides, it is formed by a good knowledge of basic and related sciences (general psychology, methodology, general linguistics, cognitive linguistics, discourse and text linguistics, pragmatics of language, psycholinguistics, educational theory, and didactics). The concept-based approach can be seen more broadly as a rather important methodological mechanism for teacher training in foreign languages (Tang & Wang, 2024). Methodological concepts help to solve all kinds of pedagogical tasks. Based on learned and acquired methodological concepts a new program of pedagogical and didactic actions of the teacher is created. Thus, a new type of a foreign language teacher is formed. Acquired concepts do not allow for any stereotypes and templates in students’ thinking and their pedagogical activity.
Concepts, including methodological ones, provide students with: 1) a certain space for innovative  pedagogical activity; 2) a renewal of the content of language teaching and its methodology; 3) a change in the teacher’s pedagogical activity; 3) the choice of modern teaching technologies, rational methods, techniques, forms and modes of work (Angel, 2018). Acquired methodological concepts allow a teacher, especially a young one, to go beyond the generally accepted norms; make independent judgments, prove and defend them; formulate a new thought on the topic under discussion; show the creativity of their pedagogical work. What is more, teachers’ creativity is generated through the rich content of concepts (pedagogical, didactic and methodological).
Methodological concepts are presented to future foreign language teachers within a number of subjects. They include “Methodology as a Science”, “Linguodidactics as a Philosophy of Foreign Language Education”, ”Linguistic Foundations of Foreign Language Teaching”, “Psychological Foundations of Foreign Language Teaching”, “Methodological Systems of Foreign Language Teaching”, “Teaching Speech Activity in a Foreign Language”, “Organization of Teaching a Foreign Language”, “Control and Evaluation of Language Teaching Results”). They reflect the methodological knowledge of theoretical character, and define the methodology of foreign language teaching as a science (paradigm, approaches, principles of foreign language teaching, meta-principles, etc.) (Gallan, 2019).
The most representative and important concept in foreign language teachers’ training is the concept “Methodology/theory of foreign language teaching”. In its structure, one can find such sub-concepts as:
1) “Goals and content of foreign language education” – fundamentals of language teaching in specific conditions of learning teaching;
2) “Didactic-methodological activity of the foreign language teacher” –  methods, ways and forms of teaching, technologies of teaching a foreign language, language teaching means, cognitive activity of learners, language acquisition, language proficiency, non-native language studying, learning conditions;
3) “Evaluation and axiological aspects of the results of teaching a foreign language” – assessment of the quality of developed speech skills and abilities in the target language, indicators and criteria for their assessment; availability of different methods for the assessment (Levrints, 2020).
Thus, the named concepts fulfill a phenomenological function – they form in the consciousness of a future graduate of a pedagogical university a set of knowledge about the theory of foreign language teaching in different educational settings. Methodological concepts ensure the qualitative development of all professionally important competences.
The mastered methodological concepts and the competences developed on their basis enable graduates of pedagogical universities to carry out different types of activities (pedagogical, project, research, methodological, organizational, managerial, cultural, and educational).
The psychological, didactic and methodological knowledge reflected in the structure of methodological concepts and presented in the form of methodological terms allows a foreign language teacher to successfully master teaching technologies and successfully implement them.
The presented concept-based approach to foreign language education is important for qualitative implementation of the teaching process in the subject; analyzing teaching and educational activities in the classroom; analyzing colleagues’ teaching activities; writing and defending qualification papers; writing scientific articles for professional journals, for participation in scientific events (seminars, symposiums, forums, and conferences); participation in international pedagogical activities (Gallan, 2019).
Methodological thinking is the key to successful activity of the majority of teachers. Assimilation of methodological knowledge into the training of foreign language teachers provides them with profound knowledge of theory of a foreign language teaching. Thus, the university gradually transforms from a “teaching system” to “a research center for generating pedagogical ideas” and “work with innovations in education”. The institutions not only implement programs for teachers, but together with them create innovative methodological solutions that determine the development of foreign language education through the creation of a concept-based approach in mastering the specialized discipline of methodology of foreign language teaching. 
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