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Changes caused by reforming and modernization of Ukrainian higher education system, adjusting of the latter to European and world standards, gradual transition to realization of competency-based education and activity-based model of learning have stipulated for new prospects of cooperation with the international scholar community and widening contacts between native and foreign universities. In this context British experience is of great importance since UK higher education system is recognized worldwide, provides for social and economic stability of the country, successfully combines national traditions and global trends in education.
Lately linguistics being a fundamental cognitive science with an extremely wide range has been acquiring the top priority since programme orientations of worldwide information space and the dramatic development of information and communication technologies (ICT) have enhanced attention to the quality of future linguists’ professional training [3, p. 104]. We believe that creative and objective assessment of British curricula in linguistics will enrich native pedagogical thought with fresh ideas to improve normative, structural, content and procedural components of professional training of linguists.
Theoretical framework of our research is based, first of all, on the Benchmark Statement for Linguistics (2015) as the nature and characteristics of undergraduate courses in linguistics have been considered there [4]; UNISTATS, the official website for comparing UK higher education course data [5]; programme specification for BA Linguistics at Bangor University since it contains intended programme outcomes, teaching and learning strategies and methods used; assessment methods; a list of modules for each year of the study [2]. 
Founded in 1884, Bangor University has a long tradition of excellence and exceeds expectations, both for academic standards and student experience. At Bangor University School of Linguistics and English Language has been teaching linguistics since the 1960s, being one of the first departments dedicated to the study of linguistics in the UK. Today, the School is a vibrant and friendly department with staff who cherish students’ individuality and remain committed to high-quality teaching [2]. 
It should be mentioned that the School of Linguistics and English Language has a clear Welsh-medium strategy consisting in commitment to equality of opportunity for learning through the medium of Welsh, increasing the numbers of Welsh-medium students taught in School and research excellence on Welsh linguistics and through the medium of Welsh [1]. That is why the programme also provides Welsh-medium modules available as options in the second and third year.
So, BA (Hons) Linguistics at Bangor University is divided into three years of study (full time). In Year 1 students are to take min 80 up to 120 credits among core (compulsory or obligatory) modules 20 credits each. In the first semester core modules are Language in Use or Gymraeg a Chymdeithas (Welsh and Society); Introduction to Language. The second semester covers Describing Language or Disgrifio’r Gymraeg (Describing Welsh); Language and Mind. Optional choices are Language and Society (Semester 1), Language and Culture (Semester 2) or ones from other schools. In Year 2 the minimum number of credits is 100 (up to 120). The first semester includes such core modules as Introduction to Bilingualism or Ieithyddiaeth (Linguistics); Sounds and Sound Systems; Meaning and Mind. In the second semester they are Grammar and Mind; Discourse and Variation; Gymraeg (Welsh Linguistics). Optional is History of English (Semester 2) or modules from other schools. In Year 3 students are required to complete the dissertation study on a linguistic topic of their choice as one of modules. Optional modules include topics such as Language Contact and Bilinguals; L1 and L2 Sentence Processing; EFL Theory; First Language Acquisition; L2 Speech Learning; SLA and Language Teaching; Teaching EFL; Language and Communication; Issues in Forensic Linguistics; Language: a Cognitive Approach; Metaphor and Thought; Agweddau ar Ddwyieithrwydd (Aspects of Bilingualism). The total amount of credits is 120. 
According to Subject Benchmark Statement for Linguistics (2015) teaching and learning methods may be drawn from among the following: lectures; seminars; group and individual tutorials; workshops; problem sets; planning, designing and executing a piece of rigorous enquiry, such as a group or individual (research project); presentations; short exercises involving data analysis; independent learning; open and resource-based learning; use of data, resources, networking and literature for the development of analytical skills; external placements; the use of relevant computer software etc. [6]. At Bangor University the most common strategies of teaching and learning include lectures, seminars and tutorials; oral and group work; computer exercises; self-study; field-study. 
Among assessment techniques the most common are individual and group project reports; essays; a portfolio of essays or other written work; individual and presentations; critical self- and peer-evaluation; seen and unseen, written, aural and oral examinations; short exercises involving data analysis; tasks aimed at the assessment of specific skills (e.g., information technology (IC) skills, transcription skills); cumulative problem sets involving data analysis, etc. [6]. At the same time, the assessment methods used at Bangor University are unseen exams; take home exam; essay or report; oral talk; computer exercises; article reviews; class tests; MCQ. 
In addition, a wide range of learning facilities provided by School of Linguistics and English Language includes an extensive collection of books on Linguistics and English Language, a speech laboratory (in the Bilingualism Centre), as well as recording equipment for hire. Thus, students have an opportunity to develop their word-processing and PowerPoint presentation skills.
Students are to spend about 10 hours in lectures, seminars and tutorials each week. They also read, collect and analyze natural language data as well as work on practical tasks in the laboratory. Data generated by UNISTATS show that the most of study time is dedicated to independent work, as it is traditional for all UK universities, especially for Language and Linguistics departments (Figure 1). 


Figure 1. Distribution of Study Time for BA Hons Linguistics at Bangor University

	Thereby, BA in Linguistics enables students to accumulate, extend, reconsider and apply their knowledge, critically assess arguments, find solutions to different problems and share information and ideas to specialist and non-specialist audiences. 
	Students acquire a wide range of professional skills, namely, knowledge and understanding skills, subject-specific skills, cognitive (thinking skills) and key skills.
Knowledge and understanding skills include 1) understanding of the nature and organisation of language; 2) understanding the nature of commonalities and differences across languages; 3) knowledge of the relationship between language and society, culture, and/or embodied experience; 4) knowledge of the relationship between language and mind/brain; 5) understanding of the nature of bi/multilingualism; 6) knowledge of the nature of language origins, change and use. Subject-specific skills cover 1) research skills; 2) writing and scholarly conventions; 3) oral presentation skills and scholarly conventions; 4) analysis and interpretation skills. Cognitive (thinking skills) encompass 1) problem solving; 2) evaluation and reflection; 3) independent investigation. Key skills consist of 1) personal organization; 2) learning to learn; 3) information technology; 4) effective communication; 5) working effectively with others; 6) awareness of and application for linguistic and cultural differences.
It must be noted that almost 95% of BA Linguistics graduates from Bangor University go on to and/or study after six month after the course (Figure 2) [7]. 


Figure 2. The Professional Destinations of BA Linguistics Graduates 
from Bangor University

So, BA (Hons) Linguistics at Bangor University is a three-year program aimed to develop students’ understanding of linguistic phenomena (language structure, diversity, conceptual structure, applications in society) as well as essential skills (knowledge and understanding skills, subject-specific skills, cognitive (thinking skills) and key skills) needed for employment, further study or lifelong learning. Consequently, students are provided with good career perspectives. 
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