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ACADEMIC WRITING AS A PART OF CURRICULUM FOR ESL STUDENTS

Modern system of higher education demands more qualitative training of future ESL teachers for K-12 students not only in terms of their teaching skills but the level of academic literacy. The latter presupposes knowledge of academic English and its use in the process of studying. It is especially urgent for academic writing as usually it is a students’ weak point. ESL curriculum in Ukrainian higher school doesn’t contain a separate discipline for teaching basics of academic writing (except for PhD students), but in the course of studying students are requested to use academic writing in various tasks.
Such a discrepancy between educational demands and curriculum content, as well as absence of educational programs addressing the issue of academic writing for ESL students in education, and little research conducted in this area in Ukraine makes the issue especially urgent to deal with. We have studied theoretical substantiation of the problem in the works of foreign scientists, such as S. Bogolepova, R. Bolitho, M. Cox, K. Karathanos-Aguilar, R. Sidman-Taveau and others. We have also considered practical experience of leading universities in Australia, Canada, Great Britain and the USA which provide ESL students with ample opportunities for academic writing. Students in these countries have extensive courses (disciplines) of academic writing unlike Ukrainian ones.

Ukrainian higher educational establishments preparing ESL students usually have only a course of Scientific Research Basics that gives them some glimpses of academic writing, but not enough for them to be competent in this sphere. That is why there is a necessity to single out a separate discipline dedicated to academic writing or at least to make it a separate module in the discipline of Academic English. This will allow students to have enough time to do the planning, researching, reading, critical thinking and writing, to understand the essence and structure of academic writing (essay or report, case study, reflection etc.) and make it a coherent piece of analytical work.

What should be primarily included into the discipline of academic writing is referencing and avoiding plagiarism. Referencing and academic honesty is an important element of academic work. In essence, this means that through a formal system of referencing, students acknowledge the sources of the ideas and research that they are using in their work. The reason that referencing is done is because creating new knowledge is a process of building on the work of others [1]. Referencing and acknowledging the sources of the ideas that are used is therefore considered to be ethical conduct, academic integrity and honesty. Because of this, students are required to comply to this principle. It is suggested that students should get acquainted with the system of referencing that is called APA (American Psychological Association) [1; 3, 34] 
To write assignments when studying academic English, the first thing students need to know is academic vocabulary. That is an essential component to be included into the discipline of academic writing. In the course of our research we have come across a valuable source for teaching academic English – a new handbook of Cambridge University Press and British Council titled “English for Academics” that includes academic writing, reading, listening and speaking [2]. We suggest the book to be used as a basis for academic English (writing, in particular) in Ukrainian higher educational establishments.

The discipline of academic writing should also distinguish different written assignments. In English, that is probably mostly essays, where students have to make a coherent argument and employ critical thinking skills [5; 4, 24]. British Council has classified writing assignments, 13 in total, into basic “genre families” of student writing [3, 28; 5]. The 13 “genre families” are:

· explanations (to demonstrate or develop understanding of the object of study, and the ability to describe and/or account for its significance);
· exercises (to provide practice in key skills (e.g. the ability to interrogate a database, perform complex calculations or explain technical terms or procedures), and to consolidate knowledge of key concepts);
· literature surveys (to demonstrate/develop familiarity with literature relevant to the focus of study); 
· methodology recounts (to demonstrate or develop familiarity with disciplinary procedures, methods and conventions for recording experimental findings);
· research reports (to demonstrate or develop ability to undertake a complete piece of research including research design, and an appreciation of its significance in the field);
· essays (to demonstrate or develop the ability to construct a coherent argument and employ critical thinking skills);
· critiques (to demonstrate or develop the ability to construct a coherent argument and employ critical thinking skills);
· event recounts (to demonstrate or develop awareness of motives and/or behaviour of individuals);
· public engagement (to demonstrate or develop understanding and appreciation of the relevance of academic ideas by translating them into non-academic register, to communicate to a non-specialist readership);
· case studies (to develop and demonstrate an understanding of a real-life case, and make a decision about it);
· design specifications (to give information and all necessary drawings, dimensions, environmental factors, ergonomic factors, aesthetic factors, maintenance that will be needed, etc. about a product or a process);
· problem questions (to provide practice in applying specific methods in response to professional problems);
· proposals (to demonstrate or develop ability to make a case for future action) [5].

There are five primary purposes for academic writing at university. Although many assignments require showing some ability in several of these areas, the genre families have been grouped according to their main purposes: 1) one of the most important things to understand about university writing is its purpose; 2) some assignments have a very professional purpose, for example, if students study education, they may be asked to write a lesson plan etc.; 3) other assignments follow practical work, for example, students may conduct a scientific experiment, and then write up a report of their work; 5) some assignments ask to write an essay to answer a question, to develop an argument or a discussion [1; 4, 27].

So, it is quite clear that academic writing should be included into ESL students’ curriculum in the form of a separate discipline or at least a module of Scientific Research Basics Course. Its availability testifies to students’ ability to demonstrate that they are knowledgeable about the latest information in their discipline; can develop an argument and reason on the basis of evidence; can design and conduct independent research; are prepared for graduate employment in a particular profession; can reflect on how they and other people feel and think.
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