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In the UK, research training of future linguists plays a rather important role in developing their scientific culture and mindset, research stance and also fosters respect for scientific contributions from other members of the scientific community within and outside the UK. The analysis of scientific sources on comparative pedagogy has shown that the raised problem has not become the subject of special studies yet. This confirms the research relevance and causes the need to study innovative ideas of the UK experience in order to justify the prospects for their creative use in global educational space, in particular in the context of future linguists’ research training.

Research training of future linguists in British universities is characterized by diversified research activities (linguists projects, bachelor / master dissertations, organization of student scientific conferences, compilation of research bibliographies); prevalence of independent research activities over classroom work; active collaboration of British universities with the Linguistics Association of Great Britain; a system of financial and individual incentives for future linguists with the aim to enhance the quality of research; effective development of future linguists’ research portfolios, etc.
Linguistic projects can be compulsory and optional. The number of CATS points ranges from 15 to 30, which corresponds to 7.5-15 ECTS credits. As a rule, hours are distributed between classroom and individual work in the ratio of 1:2. The number of words planned for language projects ranges from 3.000 to 9.000. Research training in linguistics with the help of linguistic projects covers all years of study (University of Leeds, 2017; Bristol University of the West of England, 2017; SOAS, University of London, 2017).
This module is rather effective in terms of structure and content. Despite the fact that hours are distributed with an obvious predominance of individual work (90%), the module tutor regularly monitors scientific progress of future linguists by means weekly seminars since this way allows correcting the trajectory of linguistic projects in case of some difficulties. Different information resources enable future linguists to collect and analyze linguistic data, in particular unfamiliar languages, prepare lists of research references, improve skills in using information technologies (PowerPoint, Word, etc), teamwork skills, organizational skills, research skills, etc.

Linguistic projects allow future linguists to implement supervised team and individual projects, learn to express their own views in the context of research, generalize and systematize linguistic data, organize academic activities, develop oral and written skills, work with information technology, enhance interpersonal and communication skills, promote initiative, build self-confidence, etc. 
In British universities, research activities of future linguists also involve writing a dissertation, either at bachelor’s or master’s levels. Some universities require undergraduate students to justify the choice of a bachelor topic and write a research proposal. As for a master dissertation, a research proposal is always compulsory. Its structure for both types of dissertations is similar and should contain the following components: abstract, contents, general characteristics of the research (introduction, goals and objectives of the research), analysis of recent publications, research methodology, completion deadline, conclusions. The number of words varies from 1,500 to 2,000. The topic of the dissertation should be relevant, of scientific and practical value and correspond to scientific interests of candidates. It must be noted that candidates are entitled to choose the topic of the dissertation independently. However, they must first consult with the lecturers of their department, from whom they can choose a scientific supervisor. Scientific interests of candidates and scientific supervisors should coincide since this is an important condition for a successful defense of the dissertation. The structure of bachelor and master dissertations in linguistics is not significantly different and usually consists of the following components: a) title page; b) abstract; c) introduction; d) analysis of recent publications; e) research methodology; e) output data and their analysis; e) discussion; g) conclusions; h) sources used. Some universities require that candidates suggest a potential analysis of research methodology, describe a linguistic corpus and include the prospects for further research on the problem under study. The structure of dissertations with experiment consists of the following components: a) title page; b) introduction; c) research methodology; d) experiment participants; e) experiment conditions; e) procedure; h) findings; g) discussion; c) conclusions; i) appendixes. The number of words for bachelor and master dissertations also significantly differs. The minimum number of words for a bachelor dissertation amount to 7,000, whereas the maximum number – 9,000. It must be noted, however, that a master dissertation should contain no less than 10,000 and no more than 20,000 words. British universities normally publish special reference guides, which contain general information about a course in linguistics, modules and tips for dissertation preparation in particular. British universities also involve candidates in departmental research projects. This allows future linguists to work side-by-side with their lecturers, promote their own research portfolios, participate in modern linguistic research and gain the valuable experience they will apply in their professional activities, in particular in the research field. The authors of the article believe that it is also important to establish linguistic circles, which should include meetings with the leading linguists. Based on the analyzed data, one can determine the following characteristics of future linguists’ research activities in British universities: a) diversification of research activities (implementing linguistic projects, writing bachelor / master dissertations, organizing student scientific conferences, compiling research references); b) prevalence of independent work over classroom work (1:2); c) active collaboration of British higher education institutions with the Linguistics Association of Great Britain; d) introduction of financial and individual incentives into research activities; e) involvement of future linguists in departmental research projects in linguistics; f) effective development of future linguists’ research portfolio (improving their skills in using information technologies, teamwork skills and organizational skills, etc.).

Therefore, research training of future linguists in British universities proves its correspondence with the current challenges of science commercialization and consideration of significance of future specialists’ research image. This leads to a thorough analysis on the mechanisms for assuring quality of future linguists’ professional education.
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