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1. Introduction

The dynamic development and popularity of Scouting in 218 countries of the world (Boy Scouting, Girl Scouting in the U.S., Związek Harcerstwa Polskiego – Polish Scouting and Guiding Association, Plast – National Scouting Organization of Ukraine and others) caused increasing attention of mass media, scientists and general public to the activities of scouting organizations, especially at the time of marking the centenary of Scouting.

The activities of scouting organizations are aimed at the education of  younger generation on the basis of morality, healthy lifestyle, love for nature and native land [1]. Camps, trips, circle classes, training, art, sports and tourists’ contests are the main forms of work with children in these organizations. To participate in the mentioned activities it is mandatory to use the Scouts uniform (SU) as a symbolic element of the organization [2, 3].

SU confirms the membership in the organization and abiding by its principles, informs about gained skills and services, disciplines, integrates and makes it easy to identify members, stimulates them to improve themselves, and helps the organization to attract new members and supporters, so it is important not only for the owner of these clothes, but also for the organization in general.

The functions and properties of SU are not typical for other types of clothing and have not been yet considered by Ukrainian scientists, in Ukraine there is no regulatory documentation for the manufacture of this type of clothing, for example the system of quality indicators for SU has not been yet developed, impeding the process of its high quality designing and producing.

2. The main material

Determination of quality indicators to ensure the required properties of clothing on the stage of design allows to create comfortable conditions for a man throughout the whole period of its use. Special attention of scientists and consumers is given to the quality of children’s clothing. It is known [4] that, depending on the age of children, the purpose of clothing and its functions, the priority of requirements and characteristics of children’s clothing is different. This requires a differentiated approach in forming the requirements for different types of children’s clothing, including SU.

The complexity of the SU designing is connected with the need to meet  current requirements for children’s clothing, uniforms and corporate clothing and simultaneous consideration of Scout’s style traditions.

The specific characteristics of the Scout’s style, in our opinion, are as follows:

· restrained form of clothing and its elements with similar functionality (whistle, notebook, pencil, knife, matches’ holders);

·  sand, brown and green tints of coloring;

·  outfit of neck scarves, hats, emblems and symbols of the organization, a large amount of pins, stripes, chevrons and details (brighter and more colourful than military uniform, that makes the SU attractive to children).

The above mentioned features contribute to the SU positive impact on the behaviour of Scouts. Namely: natural shades of the SU’s colour have a calming effect: strictness and uniformity of clothing – restrain aggression and irritability; clearness of the design and decorative solution  has a stabilizing, balancing effect.

Since Scout’s educational methods emphasize love and respect for the uniform, proper personal care of it, Scouts develop such positive character traits as responsibility and independence. The SU, as opposed to the school one [5], does not distinguish junior pupils from senior ones, and vice versa – unites them all under the principles of equality and fraternity, equaling children to adults. This, in its turn, positively affects children Scouts, their attitude to the SU and the organization on the whole.

Analysis and long-term monitoring of the SU’s use by the Scouts, has made it possible to put forward hypothesis that the use of clothing has a significant impact on children’s psychology, i.e. it promotes internal concentration, commitment and discipline, respect for established procedures, rules and regulations, assists in communication, stimulates action, activity and selfimprovement, has a mobilizing effect, confirming the main slogan of Scouts all over the world – " Always Ready!".

To confirm the hypothesis, we conducted a questionnaire survey of Plast – National Scout Organization of Ukraine instructors. According to the survey results Table 1 presents the effect of correcting features of SU’s design and technological solutions on negative traits of children Scouts.

It should be noted, that depending on the individual features of a child, correcting of negative traits may be subject to long term participation in scouting organizations, accompanied by the use of SU.

Table 1. The correction effect of the choice of Scout’s uniform features on negative traits of children’s character

Tabela 1. Korygujący wpływ właściwości rozwiązania munduru skauta na negatywne cechy charakteru dzieci


	 Negative character 

 traits

SU’s 

design and technological 

peculiarities
	Lack of organization
	Carelessness
	Irresponsibility
	Restlessness
	Slovenliness
	Excitability
	Passiveness
	Instability
	Impulsivity
	Unbalanced state

	Compulsory accessories
	+
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	+

	Stability of the clothes’ shape
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	+
	
	

	Stability of the elements’ shape
	
	
	
	+
	
	+
	
	+
	+
	+

	Decorative design concept
	+
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	+.
	
	+

	Colour
	
	
	
	+
	
	+
	
	
	
	

	Emblematics
	
	+
	+
	
	
	
	+
	
	+
	

	Uniformity of clothes
	+
	
	+
	
	
	
	+
	+
	+
	


Thus, the studied clothes contribute to the correction of negative psychological traits of children, proving the expediency of compulsory clothes’ accessories, uniformity, clothing materials and elements’ shape stability and  emblems’ qulaity when designing SU.

Educational methods of scouting organizations include development of love for nature, resulting from the investigation of its laws and living in the wild for a long time. Terms of children’s abide in the camp (availability of rivers, trees, lack of parental care) promote children’s natural need of active lifestyle i.e. runing, jumping.

However, the activities of scouting organizations involve performing the complex of clearly regulated parade drilling, which involves proper performing of certain movements of the hands, legs, torso and head. A clear timetable and defined program of scouting activities require quick tasks and exercises. Therefore it is particularly important for the SU to provide optimal conditions for these exercises, that is comfortable clothing in statics and dynamics.

It is known that performing of active movements leads to increased energy consumption and changes in body’s microclimate, in its turn an increased sensitivity of children and adolescents to these changes requires providing comfort of air, thermal condition and nervous system [6] that can be achieved by ensuring a high level of ergonomic, operational and functional requirements for clothing. These requirements are considered in details in [4, 7, 8], so they do not require a separate study.

Taking into account the recommendations [4, 7, 8], the purpose and functions of the SU and the above mentioned features, we have developed a range of quality indicators of the studied clothes (Table 2).

Table 2. The analysis of the scouts uniform quality indicators

Tabela 2. Nomenklatura wskaźników jakości munduru skauta

	Groups of requirements
	Characteristics
	Quality rates

	1.

Ergonomic
	1.1.

Hygienic correspondence
	1.1.1. Hygroscopicity

	
	
	1.1.2. Airtightness

	
	
	1.1.3. Water absorption

	
	
	1.1.4. Mud protection

	
	1.2.

Psychophysiologic correspondence
	1.2.1. Putting on and taking off friendliness 

	
	
	1.2.2. Usability of separate clothing elements

	
	
	1.2.3. Weight of clothing

	
	
	1.2.4. Surface specific resistivity

	
	1.3.

Anthropometric correspondence
	1.3.1. Static correspondence

1.3.1.1. Fitness of clothes to the child’s body size

1.3.1.2. Fitness of clothes to the child’s body shape

	
	
	1.3.2. Dynamic correspondence

1.3.2.1. The level of clothing details deformation while using

1.3.2.2. Arm span of a dressed child 

1.3.2.3. Changing of the position of the bottom part of clothing while moving

1.3.2.4. Changing of the position of the bottom part of the sleeve while moving

	2.

Operational
	2.1.

Stability of the shape of details and hems of clothing
	2.1.1. Crease resistance 

	
	
	2.1.2. Firmness 

	
	2.2.

Wear resistance of the design and the details of construction


	2.2.1. Firmness to washing

	
	
	2.2.2. Firmness to breaking loads

	
	
	2.2.3. Changing of features by the impact of climate 

	
	
	2.2.4. Changing of the linear dimensions after washing and heat treatment

	
	
	2.3.4. Antibacterial features

	
	
	2.3.5. Ability to be repaired

	3.

Functional
	3.2.

Correspondence to the main aim function
	3.2.1. Correspondence to conditions and types of Scouts’ activities

	
	
	3.2.2. Correspondence to differenr sizes of consumers

	4.

Psychological
	4.1.

Correspondence to the psychological factors of the organization
	4.1.1. Correspondence to the age psychological characteristics of consumers 

	
	
	4.1.2. Adjustment of behavior and character features of consumers

4.1.2.1. Obvious completeness

4.1.2.2. Uniformity

4.1.2.3. Availability of emblems

	5.

Information
	5.1.

Correspondence to the corporate style of the organization
	5.1.1. Symbolic meaning of clothing

5.1.1.1. Relevance of cultural and factual image and aesthetics of Scout Organization

5.1.1.2. The traditional type of clothing and its parts

5.1.1.3. Traditional clothing color solution 

	
	
	5.1.2. The information capability of clothing

5.1.2.1. Expressiveness of emblematics

5.1.2.2. Attractiveness of the appearance of clothing

	6.

Aesthetic
	6.1.

The level of perfection
	6.1.1. Artistic expression of appearance 

6.1.1.1. Structural division of the shape (cut)

6.1.1.2. Color solution

6.1.1.3. Silhouette

6.1.1.4. Cloth texture 

	
	6.2.

Trade dress
	6.2.1. Correspondence to the modern and future fasion trends

	
	
	6.2.2. Internal processing

	
	
	6.2.3. Quality of the stitches, lines and seams


The developed nomenclature (Table 1) is a complex system of the groups of requirements, properties and product-quality indexes of SU, including the proposed by the authors quality indicators of psychological and information requirements to the clothing, that have not been yet considered by scientists.

Thus, the SU as a sign of corporate organization must meet indicative indicators and inforamtivity of clothing. Symbolic meaning of SU foresees the traditional idea of appearance, colour and shape of its garment parts, which has evolved during the 100-year history of clothing. As visual and associative presentation of scouting organizations is largely due to SU, indicative parameters must necessarily be taken into account when designing this type of clothing.

Due to the presence, color, content and location of bandings, badges and other details (scarves, ropes, hats) SU is an independent and comprehensive source of information about the wearer, allowing non-verbal identification of Scouts’ experience, achievements, awards and potential of the wearer. Therefore, the necessary informativity of clothing can be achieved by ensuring clarity and aesthetic character of symbols inherent in SU.

The studied clothes as an important insignina of scouting organizations create aesthetic impression not only about the wearer but also about the organization as a whole. Therefore, ensuring a high perfection degree of the set and its quality salable condition is required for the production of high-quality SU.

3. Conclusions

Thus, as a result of this work there has been developed the range of quality indicators for Scouts uniform with regard to the conditions of use, purpose and functions of the given clothes. As based on the study of the correctional effect of Scouts uniform on children-scouts’ negative traits, the research proposed quality indicators of psychological and information group requirements that are essential for the Scouts uniform.

It has been established that provision of a high standard of consumer characteristics of Scouts uniform can be achieved by considering the range of quality indicators in the execution of project work.
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ANALYSIS OF SCOUTS UNIFORM’S QUALITY INDICATORS

Summary

The results of the study of correctional effects of the Scouts uniform on the negative psychological traits of dominant children have been given. A range of quality idicators of Scouts uniform with regard to the conditions of use, purpose and functions of wear has been developped. There has been presented and substantiated the necessity of providing quality psychological and information groups of requirements that are crucial for the Scouts uniform.

Julia Kokojaczuk, Aleksander Trojan 
Chmielnicki narodowy uniwersytet

                                     Analiza wskaźników jakości munduru skauta


Streszczenie

             Przytoczono wyniki badania korygującego wpływu munduru skauta na poprawienie negatywnych cech dominujących psychotypów dzieci. Opracowano nomenklaturę wskaźników jakości munduru skauta z uwzględnieniem warunków użycia, zastosowania i funkcji danej odzieży. Przytoczono i uzasadniono konieczność zabezpieczenia wskaźników jakości psychologicznych i informacyjnych grup wymogów, które mają decydujące znaczenie dla munduru skauta.
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