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ABSTRACT

The article deals with the content of training Masters in National Security at the
UK universities. The problem of the state’s national security in the context of the state’s
general development and the realization of its national interests has been actualized. It is
noted that maintaining the national interests of any state world provides an adequate
response to the challenges and threats of today, namely the implementation of an effective
national security policy. It is found that the UK ’s national security strategy lists all the key
threats that the government believes are threatening the state. Terrorvism has been the top
problem since the terrorist attacks in London in 2007. The proliferation of nuclear weapons
and other types of weapons of mass destruction causes much anxiety, too. The UK strategy
also includes threats such as transnational organized crime, global instability and
conflictogenity (in the Middle East and Africa), global climate change, energy shortages,
poverty, etc. The conducted research proves that the UK seeks to identify and eliminate
such threats as transnational organized crime, global instability and conflictogenity, global
climate change, energy shortages, poverty, etc. The UK National Security Strategy is based
on such key values as human rights, the rule of law, a lawful and responsible government,
Justice, freedom, tolerance and equal opportunity for all. As a result, the UK universities
aim to diversify professional training of specialists in national security incorporating into
the field such areas as peace or war studies, conflict studies, terrorvism, insurgency, etc.
The content of professional training for national security specialists, namely masters,
provided by King’s College London, the University of Leeds and Coventry University are
characterized by the following features: adherence to the nation-wide principles of national
security, the conceptual diversity of degree programmes (national security studies, peace
and conflict studies; security, terrorism and insurgency), focus on humanities, profession-
oriented compulsory modules, a wide range of optional courses, flexible combination of
study and work and personal commitments, research challenges, taking into account the
dilemmas and challenges of globalization and integration, promotion of human rights, etc.
The relevant recommendations have been singled out to improve the content of professional
training for such specialists at Ukrainian universities.

Keywords: national security specialist, master’s degree, national security studies,
professional training, universities, content, the UK.

AHOTANIA

Cmamms npuceiauena npobnemi 3micmy RIO20MOBKU Ma2iCmMpie HAYIOHATbHOL
besnexu 6 yHieepcumemax Benuxoi bpumanii. 3axmyanizoeano npobremy HayionanwHoi 6e3nexu
Oepoicasu Yy KOHMEKCMI 302albHO20 DO36UMKY Kpainu ma peanizayii il HayioHanbHux
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inmepecis. 3asznaueno, wo 3ab6e3neyeHHs HAYIOHATLHUX THmepecie 6y0v-1Koi Oepacasu
c8imy nepedbauae adekgamHe peazy8aHHs HA GUKIUKU MdA 3A2pPO3U CYHYACHOCHI, a came
nposedents e@ekmueHoi noaimuku Hayionarvbhoi Oesnexu. 3’scosano, wjo cmpameeis
Hayionanvroi besnexu Benuxoi Bpumanii nepepaxosye yci kKniouosi 3a2po3u, sKi, Ha OYMKY
ypaoy, 3azpoacyroms Oepacasi. Ha nepwiomy micyi nepebysae mepopusm, wjo € HACIiOKOM
mepopucmuunux amax y Jlonooni ¢ 2007 poyi. Ha opyeomy micyi € 3aepoza nowupenms
sa0epHoi 30poi ma inwux 6udie 30poi macosoco 3nuwenns. Cmpameeis Beauxoi bpumanii
nepeobawac makoxc makxi 3aeposu, AK MPAHCHAYIOHANbHA OpP2AHi308AHA 3TOYUHHICD,
enobanvua Hecmabinbhicmv i Kougaikmozenuicmov (na bBauszbkomy Cx00i i 6 Agpuyi),
2n106anvHa 3MiHa Kiimamy, Hecmada enepeii, 0ionicmes ma in. 30ilichene 00CaiONCeH s
ceioyums npo me, wo yuieepcumemu Benuxoi bpumanii npacnymuv ougepcugixysamu
npogeciiiny nidecomosky gaxieyie HayionaibHoi Oesnexu, ynposaodcyiouu y Hei maxi
npeomemui cepu, AK 8CMAHOBLEHHA MUPY M Ype2yit08aHHs KOHQLIKMI8, mepopusm,
monepanmuicms, Kibep 6esnexa, Noaimuxa Opexcimy, KOHMpPmMepopusm, aMepukaHcbKa
306HIWHA NOIMUKA, NOAIMUKA I3PAiIbCbKO-NATECUHCLK020 KOHQIIKmMY, meopemudni
nioxoo0u 8 MIdJCHAPOOHUX GIOHOCUHAX, 2POMAOSAHCHKA BIliHA MA GHYMPIUHbOOEPICAGHUL
Kongaixm, cyyacua noaimuxa bausbkoco Cxo0y, eeéponeilicokuti aunaniz 000poHu ma
besnexu, mowo. 3micm npogecitinoi niocomosxu axisyie 3 HayioHanbHoI be3nexu, a came
Mmaeicmpie HayionanvHoi besnexu, 30iticniosanoi Koponiecvkum xoaedsicem y Jlonoomi,
Yuieepcumemom Jlioca ma Vuieepcumemom Kosenmpi, nepedbauwae 0ompumanHs
3A2ANbHOHAYIOHALHUX NPUHYUNIE HAYIOHATbHOI Oe3nexu, KOHYenmyaibHe po3maimms
0CGIMHIX NPoOcpam 3 HAYIOHATLHOT be3nexu, npogeciino-opichmosani 0608 '13K06i MOOYIlI,
WUPOKULL CNeKmp BUOIPKOBUX MOOYIG, 8PAXYSAHHS GUKIUKIE enobanizayii ma inmeepayii,
npocysanns npag aoounu ma in. OKpecieHO pekoMeHOayii 07 NOKPAWeHHs 3MICmy
npogeciinoi niocomosku ¢axisyis 3 HAYIOHAILHOT Oe3neKU 6 YKPAiHCLKUX YHIgepcumemax.

Knrouoei cnosa: gpaxiseyv 3 nayionanrvnoi besnexu, macicmepcoKull pisens, cmyoii
3 HayioHAnLHOT be3neku, npoghecitina niocomoska, yHisepcumemu, smicm, Benuxa Bpumanis.

INTRODUCTION

The problem of national security has always been a concern for all humanity in the
process of its civilization development. After the two world wars and the end of the cold
war, they did not justify their hopes for reducing the number of threats to national and
international security. Interstate conflicts, terrorist acts, the threat of nuclear war,
emergencies of anthropogenic and natural character continue to pose a great danger in the
21st century. The list of actual and potential threats to national and international security is
far from limited by the above-mentioned examples. Under these circumstances, the
safeguarding of national interests of any state in the world provides an adequate response to
the challenges and threats of today, that is, the implementation of an effective national
security policy.

The difficult political situation in Ukraine and the threat to Ukrainian statehood
necessitate the strengthening of defence capabilities, including through improving the
quality of training highly qualified national security specialists. The Ukrainian government
is now updating the system of combat and special training of specialists in national security
and defence sector of Ukraine, which involves improving the content of such training,
introducing an integrated system of education, combat and special training of specialists in
national security and defence sector and involving instructors from the member states of
NATO and the EU, forming a new culture of security, preserving the specialization and
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individualization of the training system if needed. Thus, professional training of highly
qualified national security specialists is one of the most relevant issues of ensuring law and
order, protecting human rights and the rule of law in the state.

The success of these specialists’ training in many respects depends on the ability to
take into account foreign experience in professional training of national security specialists
and implement the most effective achievements and areas in professional training of
national security specialists in Ukraine. The author of the article believes that one should
pay considerable attention to the UK experience in ensuring professional training of
national security specialists since the main issue of the country’s concept of national
security is not only its external form but also the specific content, the definition of new
threats and national interests, etc.

THE AIM OF THE STUDY

The paper aims to study and analyze the content of professional training for
national security specialists in UK universities and single out some positive aspects of such
experience in order to implement it at Ukranian universities.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND RESEARCH METHODS

The UK National Security Strategy lists all the key threats that, in the
government’s view, are threatening the state. Terrorism has been the top problem since the
terrorist attacks in London in 2007. The proliferation of nuclear weapons and other types of
weapons of mass destruction causes much anxiety, too. The UK National Security Strategy
also includes such threats as transnational organized crime, global instability and
conflictogenity (in the Middle East and Africa), global climate change, energy shortages,
poverty, etc. According to it, national security for the UK is not only the mere protection of
the state and its vital interests from the attacks of other states. Over the past decades, the
understanding of it has rather expanded. Now, national security, among other things, must
also pay attention to the threats to the way of life of British society and the integrity of the
state. In the UK National Security Strategy, the approach to national security is based on a
number of key values. They include human rights, the rule of law, a lawful and responsible
government, justice, freedom, tolerance and equal opportunity for all. These values form
the basis of Britain’s security, well-being and prosperity. Bearing in mind the joint efforts
to confront challenges and threats, the UK National Security strategy is aimed at an
interaction at the level of such integration structures, such as the UN, the European Union
and NATO. Their efforts are considered by the UK to be sufficient to address security
concerns.

The UK National Security Strategy foresees that Britain is in a favourable position
to benefit from globalization. However, it takes on the responsibility to control the threats
posed by globalization. Thus, threats are divided into the following categories: economic
(threats to open markets, global financial stability, potential threats to international trade);
technological (Internet); demographic (population growth and related problems with food
and water shortages, rising unemployment, migration) (HM Government, 2010).

Some British strategists believe that instability and conflicts abroad are among the
most important threats to UK national security. In those areas, where the government is
absent or weak, for example in Somalia or Yemen, such phenomena as terrorism, organized
crime and piracy are spreading. The fight against terrorism was reflected in the concrete
measures taken by the government of Mr Cameron. The Terrorism Prevention and
Investigation Measures Act was adopted in 2011, whereas the Counter-Terrorism and
Security Act — in 2015. The British anti-terrorist acts are subject to regular review by an

independent expert on terrorism (HM Government, 2015a; 2015b).
57




S sc iendo TopiBuanabHa npodeciiiHa nejgarorika 9(2)/2019
Comparative Professional Pedagogy 9(2)/2019

T. May considers the issue of ensuring national security to be a top priority. The
prime minister has announced about the plans to introduce new anti-terror acts after the
London Bridge attack in 2017. In her speech after the extraordinary meeting of the Cobra
committee, Mrs May stated that Internet companies should be more actively involved in
combating extremism. She also indicates that it is necessary to work with democratic
governments in order to achieve international agreements on the regulation of cyberspace
and, therefore, prevent the spread of extremism and terrorism. At the same time, the opponents
of T. May criticize the proximity of conservatives to Saudi authorities and call for limiting
the funding of Islamist organizations in the UK (HM Government, 2015a; 2015b).

Therefore, the conceptual analysis of the concept of national security in the UK
shows that the country needs highly qualified specialists who are able to combat the today’s
challenges in the form of terrorism and military instability and ensure the protection of
citizens at all levels. The Results section of the research, in turn, studies and analyzes the
context of professional training for national security specialists at UK universities. The
research findings, however, help to understand not only the specifics of such training but
also outline its positive aspects which can be implemented in the context of higher
education to combat terrorism and ensure the protection of individual countries, as well as
the whole world.

RESULTS

To begin with, the Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) classifies national security
studies as a field of the Subject Benchmark Statement for Politics and International
Relations (2015). Indeed, it says, “degree programmes in peace or war studies, or in
conflict studies, cut across conventional knowledge-based categories and their distinctive
approaches to understanding; skills may need to draw on a wider range of materials and
resources, including other Subject Benchmark Statements, to capture fully the specific
character of their particular degree programmes” (QAA, 2015, p. 7).

Degree programmes in National Security involve studying the threats to both
national and international security. The majority of higher education institutions offer
various postgraduate programmes in National Security Studies (Terrorism/Security Studies;
Defence and Security Studies), namely full-time master’s degree, postgraduate certificates,
diplomas and short duration courses in specific fields (e.g. global security, robotics, etc)
(Defense and Security Courses in the UK, 2018).

Such UK universities as King’s College London, the University of Leeds and Coventry
University provide different postgraduate courses in national security studies, terrorism
studies, military studies and forensics, international security strategies, defence and security
systems. It must be noted that the graduates of such degree programmes have secure career
opportunities within the government and other private or public defence organisations,
defence manufacturing sector, including R&D. In brief, the major learning outcomes of
studying national security studies are the following: a) the knowledge of an individual
country’s national security policies and strategies; b) the ability to analyze some relevant
security and defence-related issues; c) the ability to evaluate critically relevant approaches
and support the decision making process (Defense and Security Courses in the UK, 2018).

King’s College London offers National Security Studies MA, which aims to ensure the
collaboration between the UK security policy practitioners and the representatives from the
private sector, as well as postgraduate students who are interested in policies. The College
guarantees that graduates will be able to obtain profound knowledge of national security
issues in order to come up with cross-governmental responses to the challenges of national
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security. The degree programme also includes some conceptual and theoretical issues
related to national security, as well as the aspects of UK national security analysis,
including the analysis of approaches to national security in the international context (King’s
College London, 2018a).

Thus, the MA degree in National Security is divided into modules totalling 180
credits. The required modules are National Security Studies (40 credits) and Dissertation
(60 credits). National Security Studies is a twenty-week programme, which is designed for
students and practitioners who seek to enrich their knowledge about the processes of
security policy-making and practices. As for its content characteristics, it covers the
following aspects: the conceptual and practical policy aspects of the UK’s attempts to
implement a complex national security approach, as well as the history of the UK’s modern
strategies for ensuring national security; international comparative prospects for introducing
some case studies on national security abroad; strategic and operational aspects of national
security policymaking; the origins and development of the UK’s modern approach to
assuring national security and the conceptual history of policy-making processes in this
particular field; an intellectual framework for comprehending the concept of national
security, obtaining the knowledge about other important areas of national security policy
(the effectiveness of political oversight arrangements; the UK’s growing engagement with
private organizations in realizing its objective in this policy area); the principles of national
security; practical and conceptual challenges, including counter-terrorism, oversight of
national security, cybersecurity; the key national security schemes and developments in this
field, etc. (King’s College London, 2018b).

As for the optional modules, there are the following choices: Cyber Security
(40 credits); Intelligence & Small Wars (40 credits); Chemical, Biological, Nuclear (CBN)
Weapons in the Hands of States (20 credits), Homegrown Radicalization & Counter-
Radicalization in Western Europe & North America (40 credits).

Therefore, the graduates of the MA degree in National Security should be able to
understand and critically analyze the origins, characteristics and prospects for the approach
to assuring national security in the UK;

The University of Leeds offers Security, Terrorism and Insurgency MA. The
degree programme is designed to teach students to analyze academically (counter-)
terrorism and (counter-) insurgency and develop their expertise on various security
challenges, including human rights, globalization and conflicts, climate change, religious
radicalism, poverty, post-conflict reconstruction on global and regional levels. It is divided
into compulsory and optional modules. The compulsory modules include Terrorism (30
credits), Insurgency (30 credits) and Dissertation (60 credits). After mastering them, the
graduates will be able to engage in political polemics and media platitudes, comprehend the
concept of terrorism and insurgencies as global, national and regional security threats,
appreciate the political, legal and ethical issues, which may be faced by democracies and
authoritarian regimes in developed and developing countries when they deal with terrorist
and insurgent strategies and tactics (University of Leeds, 2018).

The range of optional modules is rather wide. Students have the opportunity to
select such typical modules (30 credits each) as The Rise of China; The Politics of Brexit;
Global Justice; Counter-Terrorism; American Foreign Policy; Conflict and Insurgency in
Southeast Asia; The Politics of the Israel-Palestine Conflict; Popular Culture: World
Politics, Society and Culture; Theoretical Approaches in International Relations; Civil War
and Intrastate Conflict; Contemporary Politics of the Middle East; European Defense and

Security Analysis; Conflict, Complex Emergencies and Global Governance.
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Thus, University of Leeds (2018) prepares specialists who are able to understand
the history of terrorism (state-sponsored terrorism, radical Islamism, preserve democratic
liberties and develop counter-terrorism strategies, assess the need and effectiveness of the
UK anti-terrorism legislation, as well as that of other countries and also analyze the
political context and causes of terrorist violence and radicalization and the geopolitics of
the Middle East.

The MA Peace and Conflict Studies offered by Coventry University is based on
critical history and legacy of Coventry and promotes integrity and courage under today’s
conditions. It is designed to provide students with the knowledge of peace and conflict
theories and practices and teach them how to apply this knowledge to peacebuilding in
complicated situations. In addition, it aims to improve the knowledge, skills and
competencies of those individuals who are ready to promote peace worldwide (Coventry
University, 2018a).

The degree programme consists of three stages, namely the Postgraduate Certificate (60
credits), Postgraduate Diploma (120 credits) and Masters (180credits). It must be noted that
each stage is built on the principle of blended learning, that is a mixture of face-to-face and
distance learning. It allows students to combine studies and work, as well as personal
commitments. Indeed, the three qualifications are sequential resulting in the full Master’s
degree. However, students are entitled to stop, pause or continue at each stage (Coventry
University, 2018D).

The structure of the degree programme is as follows: the PC stage consists of
Semesters 1 and 2. In Semester 1, students are to study two compulsory modules such as
Peace, Conflict and Security in the 21* Century (20 credits) and Philosophies of Non-
Violence and Reconciliation (20 credits) and one compulsory module in Semester 2 —
Peacebuilding: Theories in to Practice (20 credits); the PG Dip stage consists of Semesters
3 and 4. However, there are two different paths offered: Identity and Culture Pathway: in
Semester 3 — Project Design and Planning (10 credits), Religion, Peace and Conflict
(20 credits), in Semester 4 — Project Management in Practice (10 credits), Gender, Violence
and Justice (20 credits) or Peace and Development Pathway: in Semester 3 — Project Design
and Planning (10 credits), Comparative Peace Processes (20 credits), in Semester 4 —
Project Management in Practice (10 credits), Environment, Conflict and Sustainability
(20 credits); the MA stage consists of Semesters 5 and 6: in Semester 5 — Research Design
in CTPSR (10 credits, compulsory) and in Semester 6 — Dissertation in CTPSR (50 credits,
compulsory).

According to this degree programme, the learning outcomes are the following: the
graduates should be able to comprehend the nature and significance of peace and conflict
studies as a multidisciplinary field which covers international relations, peace studies, war
studies, sociology, psychology, anthropology, political science; single out and analyze the
dynamics and resolution of conflicts in different theoretical contexts; understand the roles
of gender, youth and non-state actors for creating peaceful societies at different levels,
namely conflict prevention, peace and security architectures, alternative conflict
management, transitional justice, etc.; show the awareness of the challenges which may
occur in peacemaking peacebuilding practices at different levels; demonstrate profound
knowledge about advanced methodological tools to evaluate their relevance in order to
analyze specific research issues; think critically and analytically to evaluate one’s
arguments academic performance, as well as organizational and planning skill (Coventry
University, 2018a; 2018b).
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Therefore, the UK aims for national security, prosperity, global reach and
influence. It must be noted that they also believe that economic security goes hand-in-hand
with national security. Since 2010 they have restored their economic security to live within
their means. They now have one of the fastest-growing developed economies. They have
chosen to invest in projecting our power, influence and values. These commitments
constantly increase their security and safeguard their prosperity.

CONCLUSIONS

The conducted research proves that the UK seeks to identify and eliminate such
threats as transnational organized crime, global instability and conflictogenity, global
climate change, energy shortages, poverty, etc. The UK National Security Strategy is based
on such key values as human rights, the rule of law, a lawful and responsible government,
justice, freedom, tolerance and equal opportunity for all. As a result, the UK universities
aim to diversify professional training of specialists in national security incorporating into
the field such areas as peace or war studies, conflict studies, terrorism, insurgency, etc.

The content of professional training for national security specialists, namely
masters, provided by King’s College London, University of Leeds and Coventry University
are characterized by the following features: adherence to the nation-wide principles of
national security, the conceptual diversity of degrees (national security studies; peace and
conflict studies; security, terrorism and insurgency), focus on humanities, profession-
oriented compulsory modules, a wide range of optional courses, flexible combination of
study and work and personal commitments, research challenges, taking into account the
dilemmas and challenges of globalization and integration, promotion of human rights, etc.

Based on the above-mentioned positive aspects of the UK experience in building
the content of professional training for national security specialists, the following
recommendations can be singled out to improve the content of professional training for
such specialists at Ukrainian universities:

1. It is necessary to diversify the content of professional training for national
security specialists incorporating such areas as (counter-) terrorism, cybersecurity, peace
and conflict studies, insurgency, etc.

2. It is vital to make learning more flexible allowing students to combine study and
work, and most importantly, personal commitments since they will be able to engage in
both professional and personal development.

3. It is important to prepare future national security specialists to deal with the
ever-increasing challenges of geopolitical situations, especially taking into account the
difficult political situation in Ukraine and the threat to Ukrainian statehood.

4. Tt is crucial to promote human rights and equal opportunities for all in the
context of assuring national security of the state in order to decrease potential political,
economic, social threats and violence.

5. It is essential to teach future national security specialists to strengthen defence
capabilities through enhancing their knowledge about policy-making and practices.

Further research should be aimed at studying the peculiarities of training national
security specialists in NATO and the UN.
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