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SPECIFICITY OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE OPTIONAL CLASSES FOR STUDENTS OF NON-LANGUAGE SPECIALTIES

In higher educational institutions with a narrow focus, subjects corresponding to it, as well as optional courses, are needed. The latter broaden the horizons of students, provide the foundations for scientific work, and help determine their future activities.
Student participation in electives is voluntary. Every high school student has the opportunity to deeply engage in what attracts him / her. IHE have electives in various subjects, one or the other is chosen at the beginning of the academic year. But the choice must be thought out: the optional group is maintained throughout the academic year [2].
Working with a relatively small number of interested students, the teacher, to a greater extent than in the classroom, can implement a differentiated approach, select tasks depending on the inclinations and characteristics of the students.
Optional classes suggest a high level of creative independence of students. The purpose of the work is to find out how the creative independence of students can be revealed and implemented in optional classes in English language.
The relevance of the topic is due to the need to identify conditions for the development of creative independence among students in optional classes in English language in order to increase their effectiveness and develop exploratory thinking among students.
In a certain sense, extracurricular activities occupy an intermediate position between the main lessons in the classroom and a variety of extracurricular work in subjects and have a strictly educational focus, provide for a system of knowledge defined by the curriculum, etc [3].
The purpose of extracurricular activities is to deepen and expand knowledge, develop students’ interest in the subject, develop their abilities. That is, extracurricular activities are voluntary and optional, and this is the first specific feature.
The second feature is the form of extracurricular activities. These can be ordinary lessons, excursions, seminars, discussions, workshops.
The third feature is the organization of extracurricular activities: they should expand and deepen the knowledge of students, having a close connection with the compulsory program and at the same time going beyond it.
So, electives are important for the development of the student’s personality and are aimed at the formation and development of social and educational competencies in students, they teach them to set their own goals, plan work, make choices and make decisions, and work in a team [1].
In the system of high education, the subject ‘English language’ occupies a special place. It is not only an object of study, but also a means of teaching. As a means of cognition of reality, English language provides the development of the intellectual and creative abilities of the student.
We can define the following methods used in optional work: teacher’s word, conversation, students’ independent work. However, these methods are used in a relaxed environment.
A relaxed atmosphere helps to create conditions for a personal-subjective approach. With this approach to extracurricular activities, which takes into account the type of thinking of the student, contributes to the active development of literacy in the broadest sense of the word - functional literacy.
Elective classes contribute to the expansion of students’ knowledge in all sections of English language: phonetics, vocabulary, word formation, grammar, stylistics, orthoepy and speech culture.
The nature of the activities of students can be varied. This is the preparation of messages on various problems of linguistics, the solution of entertaining problems, charades, crossword puzzles, etc.
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