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The article deals with analysis of peculiarities in professional training of Bachelors of Science in Linguistics at Ulster University. The author has outlined main criteria of the training; justified structural, organizational and content components of BSc Language and Linguistics; listed strategies of teaching and learning used at the university. 
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Objective study of those countries’ experience playing a leading role in the international educational space is an important source for forming a new development strategy of higher education system in Ukraine, including professional training of linguists. Great Britain is worldwide recognized for achievements in education due to orientation to needs of global labour market, enhancement of teaching and learning, sustainable development of research projects, strategic partnership with domestic and international organizations, enterprises and community. So, we believe that it is reasonable to apply to British experience.
Researches on comparative professional pedagogy of such Ukrainian scholars as N. Abashkina, N. Avshenyuk, N. Bidyuk, M. Leshchenko, O. Lokshyna, N. Mukan, N. Pazyura, L. Pukhovska, A. Sbruyeva, V. Tretko and many others have contributed much to the problem raised. Certain aspects of specialists’ professional training in Great Britain have been analyzed by O. Chorna, T. Hryhoryeva, O. Melnykova, S. Nykytyuk, A. Podolyanska, O. Serheyeva, A. Sokolova. Of scientific interest are results of such British scholars as J. Austin, S. Corder, D. Crystal, S. Kirby, G. Leech, R. Phillipson, N. Smith and others.
Ulster University has gained a reputation of a powerful higher education institution that applies progressive approaches to teaching, learning and research. Despite its Victorian roots the university is focused on today’s challenges. Thus, four university campuses offer a wide range of career-oriented Bachelor and Master programmes at five faculties: arts; art, design and the built environment; computing and engineering; life and health sciences; social sciences [3].
It should be noted that professional training of linguists at British universities mainly leads to Bachelor of Arts (BA). However, some universities, for example Ulster University, offer BSc in Linguistics that presupposes more mathematical and naturalistic directions. 
At Ulster University one can study linguistics at the faculty of social sciences, namely, at the school of communication. After graduation future specialists have excellent career opportunities in many fields. First of all, these are fields closely connected with linguistics such as speech and language therapy, teaching, information technology, translation and interpreting, publishing, public relations, research, lexicography. In addition, graduates can apply their professional skills in advertising, journalism, accounting, counselling/social work, voice coaching, forensics, TV presenting, etc. [5].
According to the data presented by UNISTATS, the official website for comparing UK higher education course data, six months after finishing the course most graduates (65 %) start working in their professional area. However, less students (15 %) do further study. The percent of the unemployed is quite low (10 %) (Figure 1) [4].
So, in our paper we aim to analyze peculiarities of future linguists’ professional training within Bsc Hons Language and Linguistics (full-time) at Ulster University. 

Figure 1. Destinations of Bsc Hons Language and Linguistics Students after Graduation

This three-year program is directed at providing students with fundamental knowledge of linguistic theory and its applications. Linguistic theory covers phonetics, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, historical linguistics, language acquisition, discourse analysis. Although such a list of linguistic subfields is quite traditional for most British universities focusing on arts in training, developers of the abovementioned curriculum state that Language and Linguistics is an original programme, namely technical and analytical, as it encourages students to self-reflection, observation and persistence [2]. 
In Year 1 students study four core modules: Linguistic Analysis I; Linguistic Analysis II; Language and Communication; Language, Communication and Contexts. Optional modules include Knowledge and Development of Language; Fundamentals of Marketing; Linguistics in the Real World; Fundamentals of Public Relations; Nature and Contexts of Counselling; Interpersonal Communication.
Year 2 covers also four core modules (Linguistic Theory I; Linguistic Theory II; Talk, Interaction and Social Organization; Research Methods) and two optional modules (Semantics and Pragmatics; Structure and History of English). The second-year students may study a semester in Switzerland, Germany or the USA. 
The third-year students should master three core modules, namely, Language Acquisition; Researching Talk and Social Interaction; Linguistic Interfaces. Project activity is compulsory, too. Optional modules are Current Issues in Linguistics; Discourse Power and Representation [1]. 
Also, the program presupposes teaching placement, both in Great Britain and abroad, that contributes to development of the obtained knowledge, skills and abilities while applying them in the English-speaking environment. Thus, British Council provides students with an opportunity to pratice as an English teacher. In addition, Ulster University closely cooperates with Barnado’s, a charitable organization. At schools students can be tutors. In summer they can obtain professional experience in language camps. 
At the university are widely used such methods of teaching and learning as lectures, seminars, practicals; group work; distance learning by means of WebCT; placements; fieldwork and dissertation supervision; directed reading and independent study [1]. 
Speaking about assessment methods, preference is given to data analysis assignments; individual and group presentations; class tests; seen and unseen exams; the final year dissertation [1]. 
It should be mentioned that the percent of independent study is extremely high, when lectures, seminars and practicals cover only one-fifth of the general amount of study hours (Figure 1) [4]. 


Figure 2. Distribution of Study Time BSc Hons Language and Linguistics at Ulster University
It should be noted that among assessment methods coursework and written exams are more applied (Figure 3) [4]. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure 3. Assessment methods pressuposed by Bsc Hons Language and Linguistics at Ulster University 

So, the general aims of the course are to give students foundational knowledge of the areas of linguistic theory and its applications. These areas include phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics and discourse analysis. Students will be enabled to develop an understanding of the theoretical basis of linguistics, to apply theoretical knowledge to the analysis of language data and to critically judge approaches to the explanation of language data. The course aims to provide students with the background to apply linguistic understanding within the local and wider community and be aware of its applications and create in the student an awareness of European and international dimensions of language and linguistics. The course will also equip students to identify opportunities for, plan and undertake research in the field of language and linguistics. The capacity for critical, analytic and independent thinking in both theoretical and applied contexts will also be fostered. Throughout, critically reflective skills necessary for continuing personal development will be engendered. 
Rather perspective we consider the study of programme specifications for linguistics at British higher education institutions.
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