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Professional teacher training in Finland is widely regarded as one of the most comprehensive and rigorous in the world. Finland is known for having one of the best education systems globally, and the excellence of its teachers is a significant factor in this achievement. Finnish teachers are highly trained, experienced, and skilled in their profession, and the teacher training programme in Finland is the foundation of their success.
The Finnish teacher training programme emphasizes the development of practical skills, which means that students are required to complete a year of supervised teaching practice in a classroom setting. This practical experience is crucial for developing a strong foundation for future teaching careers. Additionally, the training programme emphasizes the importance of continuous professional development, which enables teachers to stay current with new developments in the field of education.
The Finnish teacher training programme is a five-year master’s degree programme that combines theoretical and practical education. The programme includes courses in pedagogy, subject-specific knowledge, and classroom management skills. Finnish teachers are trained to be effective communicators, collaborators, and leaders, enabling them to work effectively with other teachers, parents, and students (Hämäläinen & Saarinen, 2016).
Finnish teachers are also trained to be researchers, which means they are equipped to stay up-to-date with the latest developments in their field. Research skills are crucial in education because it enables teachers to develop evidence-based teaching practices, which can improve student outcomes. Finnish teachers are encouraged to participate in research projects and collaborate with other educators to improve teaching methods and curriculum development (Ministry of Education and Culture Finland, 2021).
The Finnish education system emphasizes equity, which means that all students should have access to high-quality education, regardless of their socio-economic background or location. This is achieved through a comprehensive education system that provides equal opportunities to all students. Finnish teachers are trained to be inclusive and to adapt their teaching methods to meet the needs of all students (Lavonen et al., 2018).
A significant emphasis is placed on the role of teachers in the community. Finnish teachers are seen as leaders and role models in their communities, and they are encouraged to work closely with parents and other community members to create a positive learning environment. Finnish teachers are also trained to be flexible and adaptable, which means they can respond to changes in the needs of their students and community.
Another important aspect is the emphasis on creativity and innovation. Finnish teachers are trained to be innovative in their approach to teaching and to encourage creativity in their students. This approach to education has resulted in high levels of student engagement and achievement.
One of the unique aspects of the Finnish education system is the emphasis on collaboration. Finnish teachers are encouraged to work together to develop their skills and share best practices. This collaborative approach extends beyond the classroom, with teachers often working closely with parents, other educators, and community members to support the education of their students.
In Finland, teacher training is seen as a crucial investment in the country’s future. The Finnish government has invested heavily in teacher education, providing funding for the training and development of teachers. 
Importantly, the Finnish teacher training programme is the emphasis on practical experience. Finnish teachers are required to spend a significant amount of time in the classroom as part of their training, which allows them to develop practical skills and gain valuable teaching experience. This practical experience is critical in preparing teachers for the challenges of teaching in real-world classroom settings.
Finnish teachers are also encouraged to be reflective practitioners. This means that they are encouraged to reflect on their teaching practices, evaluate their effectiveness, and make adjustments as necessary. This reflective approach to teaching allows Finnish teachers to continuously improve their skills and adapt their teaching methods to meet the changing needs of their students. Moreover, Finnish teachers are given a significant amount of autonomy in their teaching practices, which allows them to develop their teaching style and adapt their methods to meet the needs of their students. This autonomy also allows teachers to collaborate with other teachers to develop new teaching methods and approaches.
The Finnish education system is unique in that it does not place a significant emphasis on standardized testing. While there are some assessments, the focus is on developing the whole child, including their social and emotional well-being, rather than just academic achievement. Finnish teachers are trained to provide a well-rounded education that prepares students for success in all aspects of life. Finnish schools provide equal opportunities for all students, regardless of their socio-economic background or location. This means that students in rural areas have the same access to high-quality education as those in urban areas. Finnish teachers are trained to be inclusive and to adapt their teaching methods to meet the needs of all students, ensuring that every student has the opportunity to reach their full potential (Sahlberg, 2011).
As is known, Finnish education has received international recognition for its excellence, and the professional teacher training programme is a key factor in this success. Finland consistently ranks among the top performers in international education rankings, and its education system is often held up as a model for other countries to follow. 
In conclusion, the professional teacher training programme in Finland is one of the most comprehensive and rigorous in the world. Finnish teachers are highly trained, experienced, and skilled in their profession, and the emphasis on practical experience, collaboration, creativity, and innovation has resulted in high levels of student engagement and achievement. The Finnish government’s investment in teacher education has been successful in producing some of the most highly trained and competent teachers in the world. The Finnish education system’s success can be attributed to many factors, including the quality of teacher training, the emphasis on teacher autonomy, the focus on equity, and the emphasis on developing the whole child. The Finnish education system is a model for other countries to follow, and the professional teacher training programme in Finland is a crucial factor in its success.
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