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Teaching Grammar to English Language Students in the Context of Listening

The modern world is characterized by the rapid development of information and communication technologies, which are called to assist language learners in mastering the basics of the language studied. Despite the abundance of such technologies, it is still difficult for most learners to grasp the essence of grammar and speak fluently. Listening comprehension is considered to be a soft spot, too. G. Conti states that “of the four language skills, the one that is always neglected in grammar instruction is definitely listening” [1]. S. Hagen believes that even though “we don’t usually associate listening with grammar, the two are naturally fit” and “we need to take a new look at listening: practice with decoding provides crucial auditory reinforcement” [2]. 
Listening, being “the Cinderella skill according to D. Nunan [3], is the most used communication skill to which adults devote 40-50 % of their communication time. Most importantly, students may receive up to 90% of their in-school information through listening to instructions and each other. G. Conti indicates that insufficient practice of the target grammar structure through the aural medium may negatively impact acquisition of that structure and also listening development proficiency at large. The educator highlights the importance of the so-called “parsing phase” of listening comprehension, which implies the following: the listener recognizes a grammar pattern in a string of words and fits it to the surrounding linguistic context [1]. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]G. Conti suggests the following listening as modelling activities: 1) sentence puzzles, 2) sentence builders, 3) sorting tasks, 4) listening hunts, 5) interlingual comparison, 6) “find your match” activities, 7) “find someone who with” cards, 8) partial dictations, 9) songs with gapped lyrics to fill in, 10) interactive oral tasks, 11) concluding remarks [1]. We believe it necessary to emphasize the efficiency of sentence puzzles, sorting tasks and “find someone who with” cards. Thus, sentence puzzles teach the students to grammar and syntax through listening. The aim of the activity consists in the following: to unscramble a set of jumbled-up sentences while the teacher utters them in the correct order, rewrite them correctly in the given table (each element under the right heading) and work out the rule. In such away, the students learn how word order works and through the aural medium combine three skills (listening, reading and writing) together. Due to sorting tasks, the students acquire categorization skills while the teacher utters a number of sentences containing a specific structure (for instance, different verb forms) he/she wants to draw the student’s attention to. “Find someone who with” cards with fictitious details and a grid with the details to look for are given to the students. They are to find the people with those details on their cards by asking questions in English. 
Having analyzed the methodical characteristics of some grammar books (Cambridge Grammar for IELTS, Grammar and Vocabulary for First and First for Schools, Focus on Grammar, etc.) we concluded that foreign methodologists paid particular attention to improving grammatical competence of language learners through listening, namely listening in context, since it allows targeting the grammar structures under study through the prism of communication in different situations, as well as enhancing the understanding of topical vocabulary. 
The current abstract does not disclose all the aspects of the raised problem, however does provide relevant insights as to engage language learners in productive collaboration and motivate them to activate their knowledge of grammar through listening patterns.
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