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Liaskovych Daria, student of the group of PhAL-18-1
Scientific supervisors — Dorofeyeva O. M., Lapshyna O. O.
(Khmelnytskyi National University)

INTERNET SLANG. ITS DEFINITION AND TYPES BASED ON
INSTAGRAM

The article reveals the importance of learning Internet slang, namely the use
of Internet slang on the social network Instagram. The most common types of
Internet slang that are often used in social networks have been summarized.

Key words: Internet slang, Instagram, online communication, social
networks.

Jlackosuu [lap s, crynentka rpynu OI1J1-18-1

(dakynapTeTy MI>KHAPOAHUX BIJIHOCHH 1 ITpaBa

HayxkoBi kepiBHUKY — /Jopogheesa O. M., kauauaat QpijaoJoriyHUX HayK,
JOLIEHT Ka(eIpH 1HIIOMOBHOT OCBITH Ta MIKKYJIBTYPHOI KOMYHIKAIIli;
Jlanwuna O. O., KaHAUJAT NIEJarOTIYHUX HAYK,

JOTIEHT KadeapH 1HIIIOMOBHOT OCBITH 1 MIKKYJIBTYPHOI KOMYHIKAITIi
(XMenbHUIIbKUAN HalllOHAIbHUH YHIBEPCUTET)

IHTEPHET-CJIEHT. HOI'O BUSHAUEHHS TA BUJIU HA OCHOBI
INSTAGRAM

Y cmammi poszkpusacmuvcs  eadxcausicmv  eusueHHs [nmepuem-cieney,
30Kkpema euxkopucmauus Inmepuem-cnency 6 coyianvHiu mepedci Instagram.
Y3azcanvneno HaunowupeHiuli suou  Inmepnem-cneney, AKL uacmo
BUKOPUCMOBYIOMbCA 6 COYIATbHUX MEPENCAX.

Knwuoei cnoea: Inmepnem-ciene, mMo8a, OHIAUH-KOMYHIKAYIA, COYIANIbHI
Mepedxcl.

Today people more than ever need to communicate with native speakers, and
in addition to the formal language, it is impossible to avoid informal one. Since the
Internet is often used for communication, the central issue in this work is usage of
Internet slang. According to scholars such as David Crystal, the transfer of
communication to the Internet has led to the emergence of an alternative form of

language.
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A significant contribution to the study of Internet language has been made by

such scientists as: Chapman R., Crystal D., Dalzell T., Dickson P., LighterJ.,
Pavlova N.V.

Despite the importance of the emergence and spread of slang, little attention
has been paid to the use of Internet slang in social networks. In this regard, this
article addresses the above question, namely the research of Internet slang
introduced in social network Instagram. This study set out to identify the most
widespread types of Internet slang which are frequently used in social networks.

Internet slang (also called Internet shorthand, cyber-slang, netspeak, digispeak
or chatspeak) is a non-standard or unofficial form of language used by people on
the Internet to communicate to one another. An example of Internet slang is «LOL»
meaning «laugh out loud». There are different opinions of what slang is. The
Cambridge Dictionary defines it as: «very informal language that’s generally
spoken rather than written, used particularly by specific groups of people» [1]. The
definition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica is quite different: «Non-standard
vocabulary composed of words or senses characterized primarily by connotations
of extreme informality and generally by a currency not limited to a specific region.
It is composed typically of coinages or arbitrarily changed words, clipped or
shortened forms, extravagant, forced or facetious figures of speech, or verbal
novelties» [3]. Since Internet slang is constantly changing, it is difficult to provide
a standardized definition. However, it can be understood to be any type of slang
that Internet users have popularized, and in many cases, have coined. Such terms
often originate with the purpose of saving keystrokes or to compensate for small
character limits. Many people use the same abbreviations in texting and instant
messaging, and social networking websites. Acronyms are a common type of
Internet slang. Acronyms are read as words according to the norms of the sound
system and are regularly reproduced in the process of communication [2].
Acronyms are most often used in comments. Some examples of acronyms: BOT —
Back On Topic; LOL — Laughing Out Loud; GIGO — Garbage In Garbage Out;
LOML — Love Of My Love, WOW — Way Over Wonderful.
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Internet slang does not constitute a homogeneous language variety. Rather, it

differs according to the user and type of Internet situation. Coming straight from
SMS language, this is a way of replacing entire words or bits of words by their
phonetic equivalent embodied into single letters or figures. Here are some
examples from Instagram: 2 (too, or to); 4 (for); 2moro (tomorrow); 4u (for you);
2nite (tonight) and others [4].

Other common Internet abbreviations and symbols include:

Letter homophones. This group includes abbreviations and acronyms. An
abbreviation is a shortening of a word, for example «CU» or «CYA» for «see you
(see ya)». An acronym, on the other hand, is a subset of abbreviations and is
formed from the initial components of a word. Examples of common acronyms in
social media include: «LOL» for «laugh out loud» or «lots of love» and «BTW» for
«by the way». There are also combinations of both, like « CUL8R» for «see you
later».

Punctuation, capitalizations and other symbols. Such features are commonly
used for emphasis or stress. Periods or exclamation marks may be used repeatedly
for emphasis, such as «........ » or «!HHL, - Grammatical punctuation rules are
also relaxed on the Internet. «E-mail» may simply be expressed as «emaily, and
apostrophes can be dropped so that «John’s book» becomes «johns booky.
Examples of capitalizations include «STOP IT», which can convey a stronger
emotion of annoyance as opposed to «stop it». Bold, underline and italics are also
widely used to indicate stress.

Onomatopoeic spellings. Onomatopoeic spellings have also become
popularized on the Internet. One well known example is «hahaha» to indicate
«laughter». Onomatopoeic spellings are very language specific. For instance, in
Spanish, laughter will be spelt as «jajaja» instead. Deliberate misspellings, such as
«saucey for «sourcey, are also used.

Leet Leetspeak, or 1337, is an alternative alphabet for the English language
which uses various combinations of ASCII characters to replace Latinate letters.

«1337» means «elite» or simply «leet» for short. Leetspeak means «elite speechy.
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For example, Wikipedia may be expressed as «wlk1p3d14x». It originated from

computer hacking, but its use has been extended to online gaming as well.

Clipping, a common means of reducing or shortening words without changing
their meaning, is another common linguistic means of word formation found on the
computer and telephone mediated communication [5]. Some frequently used
examples are on Instagram: advertisement — ad, examination — exam, telephone —
phone, website — site, photograph — photo, statistics — stats, hamburger — burger,
graduate — grad, teenager — teen [4].

Thus, Internet slang is closely related and has much in common with the SMS
language. The most popular types of slang are acronyms and clipping. Punctuation
and capitalization are used to emphasize something. Slang in modern colloquial
language is an integral part of people’s lives. On the completion of the research
work it has been discovered that slang is understood as a language of a high
colloquial type, below the level of standard educated speech. But there is an
opposite opinion: the reasonable use of slang promotes lively speaking and keeps
the language fresh and alive.

Having studied and systematized the material on the topic, we can conclude
that slang has a huge impact on communication on the Internet. Slang words can
be presented in different forms: old words used in new meanings, clipped or
lengthened words, metaphors and metonymies, acronyms, coinages, blends and
rhyming slang. These can be standard words applied with some phonetic,
orthographic or grammatical alterations, which brings to the utterance some slangy
coloring, expressiveness and freshness. Internet slang is a fairly broad and vague
concept. This type of slang is usually used to reduce the number of characters and
also to save time. There are many types of internet slang. Clippings, acronyms,
emojis, abbreviations. Each of them has certain features of writing and meaning. In
studying the practical meaning of slang, the social network Instagram was
analyzed. The analysis of this source offers practical examples and situations in

which slang can be revealed and how it can be applied.
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