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Phatic communication known to contribute much to every aspect of social pure life is pure communication. But its freedom of conversational interaction and participantcentred nature of expression is not limited to informative capacity of any verbalized abstract situation as “abstract situation in this case is derivative from communicative” [5, 136].

The investigation of basic problems of phatic communication is the bulk of our work. Therefore our concern is focused on phatic speech genres typology. The research of separate speech genres has ample treatment of some scientists specifying now well-known “small talk” [13; 6; 3]. Some scholars are of the opinion that the variety of phatic speech “small talk” was recorded for the first time in Lord Chester’s “Letters” in 1751 [6, 18]. Another group of scientists doesn’t refer several phatic speech genres to a separate group. i.e. “talk”, “quarrel”, “joke”, “boasting”, “flirtation” [3, 104-108].

Many researchers expounding difficulty in setting up typology of phatic speech genres differ in criteria for their classification. While characterizing phatic speech genres they study the following taxonomy: 1) speech genres typical of various conversational utterances; 2) specialized and constructive speech genres [2, 235]. In this field two tendencies have been worked out: the component analysis and illocutive tendency. The term “typology of phatic speech acts” has been coined to describe this area of study in our article. We confirm these trends while dealing with the typology of phatic speech genres.

Methods of the component analysis or descriptive model were actively used in speech ethnography, but recently the sphere of their use got considerably narrow. Methods of the component analysis were followed by the dynamic models and models of a new type. But in the research papers of some scholars the given methods differ in their interpretation [11]. In the capacity of the descriptive model and systematization of speech genres the “questionnaire” of speech genres has been worked out. This “questionnaire” includes 7 points: “the communicative aim of genre”, “the author’s conception”, “the addressee’s conception”, “the event contents”, “the factor of communicative past”, “the factor of communicative future” and “the linguistic embodiment” [11]. The “questionnaire” of speech genres helps to envisage genres typology according to their communicative aim. 
The illocutive criterion is widely-distributed in pragmalinguistics and permits to oppose “phatic speech genres” to “non-phatic speech genres”; but it’s rather difficult to bring out the variety of relations of interdependence and dynamic transition which characterizes separate genres. The illocutive criterion to some extent intersects the “questionnaire” of speech genres which has the first point – “the communicative aim”. Thus, on that ground there have been distinguished 4 phatic speech genres: 1) informative; 2) imperative (which contribute to the realization of reality events: request, advice, etc.); 3) etiquette, or performative (which organize the events of social reality: greeting, congratulation, etc.); 4) estimative [11, 91 -92].

In accordance with the proposed model of phatic typology we can distinguish five main clearly contrasting types of phatic speech genres: 1) small talks: relations between persons remain the same without improvement or worsening.
2) phatic speech genres which make the relations between persons worse in the direct way: accusation, insult, quarrel.
3) phatic speech genres which improve the relations between persons in the direct way: a heart-to-heart talk, declaration, compliment, confession. 

4) phatic speech genres which make the relations between persons worse in the indirect way: irony, taunt, practical joke.

Recently the attempts of the comparison analysis of speech means dealing with expression of mockery, indirect quarrel, etc. have been undertaken. The genres of this group are the least studied, usually they are referred to as direct quarrel. The question of differentiation between direct and indirect quarrel as different phatic speech genres is not solved in modern pragmalinguistics.

5) phatic speech genres which improve the relations between persons in the indirect way: joke, flirtation. 

In conclusion we’ll advance the suggestion about the place of phatic speech genres in the system of speech genres as a whole. Thus, direct declaration is phatic and informative at the same time. It has indirect relation to the main communicative aim – satisfaction of the need for communication. Harmonious speech genres –wedding, presentation, report, and disharmonious-ultimatum, declaration of the war are indirect with respect to their main communicative aim. Indirect means are used in order to ease a tone, to underline a benevolent attitude to the interlocutor, to avoid a conflict situation. The indirection in general has been studied chiefly in regard to the informative speech. In our opinion, this investigation may be expanded including the analysis of phatic speech. And this problem requires a separate treatment.
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