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ABSTRACT

The article is dedicated to the study of BA, MA and PhD programs in Applied
Linguistics at the universities of the USA. Special attention has been paid to Georgetown
University where professional training of future specialists in Applied Linguistics has its
specific features and experience that can be studied and borrowed into educational systems
of developing countries. Special feature of Applied Linguistics study at the university is the
ability of students to complete an accelerated Master’s degree program, write a Senior
Honor Thesis and participate in inter-disciplinary research in cognitive science, which
allows students to combine the study of language with broader study of human mind.

The curriculum of Bachelor’s degree program has been analyzed and academic
disciplines constituting it have been defined. Requirements to students’ knowledge, abilities
and skills have been characterized. It is a notable fact that in American universities and in
Georgetown in particular it is a privilege for students to write an Honors Thesis. Only a
limited number of students in Applied Linguistics can be bestowed an honor to write it in
their senior year of Bachelor’s study. The procedure of writing the Thesis and its
presentation have been thoroughly described.

Accelerated Master’s degree program that allows students to complete Bachelor’s
degree training and start Master’s degree training simultaneously has been analyzed.

Traditional Master’s degree program in Language and Communication — a two-
year professional program that is based on Applied Sociolinguistics and provides training
to students necessary to become professionals capable of using linguistic skills in business,
government, non-profitable, technical and educational branches has been presented and its
curriculum analyzed. Compulsory and elective academic disciplines have been characterized.

It has been defined that after obtaining Master’s degree, students can submit
application for PhD degree program in one of the following branches: Applied Linguistics,
Computational Linguistics, Sociolinguistics, Theoretical Linguistics, and General Linguistics.

Keywords: Applied Linguistics, Bachelor’s degree program, Master’s degree
program, thesis, professional training, accelerated Master’s degree program, research, and
sociolinguistics.

OCOBJIMBOCTI HIIAI'OTOBKH ®AXIBIIIB
3 NPUKJIATHOI JITHTBICTUKH B YHIBEPCUTETAX CIIIA

AHOTAIIA
Cmamms npuceauena 6UEUEHHIO NpOpPaM RPUKIAOHOI NIH2GICMUKU OCBIMHIX
pienis «baxanaepy ma «mazicmp» 6 ynieepcumemax CIIIA. Ocobaugy ysacy npuoiieHo
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JDicoposcmayncokomy yHigepcumemy, Oe npogheciiina nioeomoska maudymuix gaxieyis
NPUKIAOHOI TIHEBICMUKU MAE €80T 0CODIUBOCMI, AKI 8APMO 8USYAMU, MA 00CEI0, SAKULL C1i0
3ano3uuyeamu 6 0cimmui cucmemu Kpaiu, wo poszeusaromvca. Ocobaugicmio npocpam
NPUKTIAOHOT IHEGICIUKY 8 VHIBepCUMEMI € MONMCIUBICINb CIYOEHMI8 3a8epuimu BPUCKOPEHY
MazicmepcvKy Ni020mogKy, Hanucamu «nodecHy» 0aKanaepcbkKy OUNIOMHY pobomy ma
83AMU YUACMb Y MIHCOUCYUNTTHAPHUX OOCHIONCEHHAX V 2aNY3I KOSHIMUGHOI HAYKU, WO
003607151  CIMYOEHMAM NOEOHYBAMU  GUGHEHHS MOBU 3 Oilbld WUPOKUM GUEHEHHM
MOACIUBOCHEN THOOCLKO20 PO3YMY.

Ipoananizosano HasuarbHull NIAH OCEIMHBLOIL NPOSPAMU NIO2OMOBKU OAKANABPIE 3
«lIpuxnaonoi ninesicmuxuy» ma eusHaueno ii komnounenmu (HAGYANLHI OUCYUNTIHLL).
Oxapakmepuz08ano UMO2U 00 3HAHb, YMIHb | HABUYOK CHLYOEHMIS.

Ocobnugicmio baxanagpcvkoi npozpamu nid2omosku 6 [HcoporcmayHcbKomy
YHigepcumemi € npuginei oOpaHUxX CMyOeHmie HANUCAMU «NOYECHY» OUNIOMHY poOOmY.
Jloknadno onucano npoyedypy HanucCanHst makoi OuUnIomMHoi pobomu ma ii npezenmayii.

Ilpoananizosano HasyamHa 3a NPUCKOPEHOIO MA2ICMEPCLKOI NpocSpaAMoN, AKA
00360751 cMyOenmam 3a6epuiumu HAGUAHHA 30 cmynewem 0axanagpa ma posnoyamu
HABUAHHA 3a cmynenem mazicmpa oonodacHo. Taxooc onucano ocobausocmi peanizayii
mpaouyitinoi macicmepcokoi npoepamu 3 «Mosu ma KomyHikayii» — 080piuHoOi npoepamu
npogecitinoi nid2omoexu, sKa 6azyemvcs Ha NPUKIAOHIL coyioninegicmuyi ma 3abes3neuye
ni020MOBKY CHyOeHmi8, 30AMHUX BUKOPUCIIO8Y8amU TIHeGICMUYHI HABUYKU 6 OI3HeC], Ypa0osill,
HenpuOymKositl 2poMaoCcebKill OILIbHOCMI, MeXHIYHil ma oceimuit eanyssax. Y cmammi
0emanbHo ONUCAHO MA NPOAHANI308AHO HABYANBHUU NAAH Yi€i oCc8IMHbOI npoepamu,
oxapakmepuzoeano 0606’ A3K061 ma UOIPKOGI HAGUAIbHI OUCYUNIIIHU.

3’acoeano, wo nicis OmMpuUMaHHA CMYNEHsA Maz2icmpa cnyoenmu MOXCyms nooamu
3aA6Ky HA npozpamy niocomoseku 0oxkmopa ¢hinocoii 6 oOHil i3 eanyzell. NPUKIAOHA
JiH2BICMUKA, KOMN TOMepHA NIHe8ICIMUKA, COYIONIHSBICMUKA, MeopemuyHa JIiHe8IiCMUKaA,
3aeanvHa NiHeGicmuKa.

Knrwowuogi cnosa: npuknaona ninegicmuxa, 6akaiaepcbka npoepamd, Mazicmepcoka
npocpama, OUNIOMHA poboma, npogecilina nio2omosKa, NPUCKOPEHa Mazicmepcbka npospama,
00CNi0NCEeH s, COYIONIHEBICMUKA.

INTRODUCTION

One of the most prestigious specialties for students who want to combine their
future profession with intercultural communication and information society is Applied
Linguistics. Students who acquire degree in this profession obtain special knowledge and
skills and are capable of performing professional activities in educational, translation,
information, organizational and management branches. Professionals can also adapt to
related areas of professional activity such as research, marketing, information technologies
and analytics.

In spite of the fact that the main aspect of applied linguistics is practical
application of linguistic data, yet every practical action should be based on clear
scientifically grounded theoretical foundations. Therefore, applied linguistics should
logically develop not only as educational specialty, but also as a scientific one (Wingfield &
Connell, 2022).

Considering the fact that in developing countries not so many educational
institutions provide professional training of Applied Linguistics specialists and those that
do must constantly keep in touch with the groundbreaking international experience, the
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issue of studying foreign experience and introducing it into educational systems of
developing countries is up-to-date and urgent. It is necessary to systematize the methodology of
teaching Applied Linguistics in higher educational institutions of the leading countries,
revise and improve the curricula of the faculties, define the science (narrow specialization)
that can be applied to linguistics, create new information and analytical centers whose
specialists would be engaged in the development of linguistic support for certain industries
(Andringa & Godfroid, 2020). All these steps will make it possible to provide more
effective transition of developing countries to the level of information society.

THE AIM OF THE STUDY

The purpose of the article is to analyze the groundbreaking experience of
American universities, namely Georgetown University, in order to optimize and improve
Applied Linguistics training programs at the universities of developing countries to make
them competitive at the labor market.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND RESEARCH METHODS

General theoretical issues of applied linguistics have been studied by a number of
domestic and foreign scientists: A. Baranov, N. Bardina, V.Korniyenko, S. Andringa,
L. Connell, S. Eames, Ch. Ferguson, J. Fishman, A. Godfroid, J. Greenberg, M. Holliday,
D. Hymes, M. Petray, H. Widdowson, C. Wingfield, L. Milroy and others.

However, optimization of the professional training of Applied Linguistics
specialists requires a thorough analysis of practical implementation of successful training
programs at the leading universities (normative documents, curricula, syllabi etc.). For our
study, we concentrated our attention on the USA as one of the leading countries in
providing qualitative training of future applied linguists. In the process of research, we
conducted thorough analysis of BA and MA programs in Applied Linguistics at the
universities of Ohio, Brock, Portland and Georgetown (Applied Linguistics. Brock
University, 2022; M.A. in Applied Linguistics, 2022; Undergraduate programs. Portland
State University, 2022). They are similar in general with some differences in curricula and
organization. We decided to focus on Georgetown University that has some peculiarities
that are worth studying and adapting for developing countries. Special feature of Applied
Linguistics training at the university is the ability of students to complete an accelerated
Master’s degree program, write a Senior Honor Thesis and participate in inter-disciplinary
research in cognitive science, which allows students to combine the study of language with
broader study of human mind (Wingfield & Connell, 2022). Courses offered satisfy
students’ demand for general and professional development.

While conducting the research a range of general scientific methods such as study,
analysis and synthesis of reference, scientific educational resources, as well as
systematization and generalization, have been applied. The research is qualitative
(descriptive) and includes observation and narrative inquiry.

RESULTS

Linguistic Department of Georgetown University offers BA, MA and PhD programs
in Applied Linguistics. To enter the BA program students have to meet the requirements to
the degree which are presented in an annual College Bulletin. According to the information
presented in College Bulletin (2022), applicants must have general understanding of
linguistics as a science studying language and a range of academic subjects related to the
language: Phonetics, Grammar, and Language History. Professional training of future
applied linguists at the university also presupposes studying aspects common to all the
languages. Among them are the role of a language in society, in large groups, nations and
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interpersonal communication; the ways a language is learned by adults and children; how
the language is processed by the brain; the use of linguistic knowledge in language
teaching, computer science and other branches. Linguistics is an interdisciplinary study
related to cognitive science, computing, philosophy, psychology, sociology and anthropology
(Petray et al., 2021).

Students studying at the Bachelor’s degree program must complete the following
Courses:

—Level 1: Introduction to Language

—Level 2: 4 general courses which provide the overview of linguistic theory and
methods: Language Sounds; Grammar Analysis; Language Study; Language and Society

—Level 3: 2 specialized courses aimed at developing profound understanding of
linguistics and possibilities of research in one or more linguistic branches.

Besides, students choose three elective linguistic disciplines, which are offered
each semester and can be chosen with the help of the faculty counselor.

In addition to these requirements, students of BA program in Applied Linguistics
must obtain 12 credits for Ancient or Contemporary Language study.

Bachelor’s degree program in Applied Linguistics sets a number of requirements
to what students must know:

—approaches to language analysis;

—types and variations of languages and erroneous stereotypes about them;

—complexity and basic systematization of languages;

—the role of language diversity (within the same and different languages) in
linguistic theory and practice;

—connection between the language and different social contexts;

—peculiarities of a native and foreign language study;

—the structure of the languages and their social meaning;

—computational and cognitive processing of a language.

Bachelor’s degree program in Applied Linguistics sets a number of requirements
to what students must be able to do:

— to analyze linguistic data;

—to analyze, critically evaluate and integrate traditional and contemporary
research in linguistics and apply it to modern theoretical and practical issues;

— to compile coherent and clear linguistic analytical data;

— to elaborate, conduct and report on original research projects on urgent and up-
to-date linguistic issues;

—to combine linguistic data with other scientific and educational branches
(Undergraduate Program. Georgetown University, 2022).

It is a notable fact but in American universities and in Georgetown in particular it
is a privilege to students to write an Honors Thesis. Only a limited number of Bachelor’s
degree students in Applied Linguistics can be bestowed an honor to write it in their senior
year of study. The choice of such students is made on the basis of the final academic score
for the spring semester of their junior year of study. Students interested in writing a thesis
have to apply for it preliminarily. If their application is approved, they are invited to the
Honors Thesis Seminar, after which they start the process of writing their research and
presenting it. They undergo a special course aimed at ensuring additional support in writing
the paper. Students are assigned a mentor responsible for checking the content of the
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research and assessing the final version of the work. Other teaching staff and peers also
help with the research, providing feedback concerning the work and the process of its
writing, assist with the organization of the research and its structuring, and help to correct
and avoid mistakes, assist with coherent presentation of the work, controlling the adherence
to the schedule. At each stage of the work writing, the progress and the problems are
discussed, resources (printed and online), peer reviews, discussions and considerations of
previous works at the seminars are provided. Seminars take place once in two weeks.
Bachelor degree students get 3 credits for this course. While undergoing the course students
who write the paper have access to research papers of the previous years of the similar
themes. Students are supposed to read them and come to the next seminar ready to discuss
some definite parts of these works weekly. Students are not assessed on the grounds of the
final content of the research paper — at the end of the semester the mentor decides whether
the work corresponds to the requirements to such research papers. At the end of the course,
the students get a grade on the grounds of their participation in the seminars, ability to give
and receive constructive feedback, to work within the schedule and present their work
properly (Undergraduate Program. Georgetown University, 2022).

The grade (100 %) for the Thesis is a cumulative of the following components:

1. Attending and participating in the discussion of the group (20 %). Students have
to come to the seminar ready with what they were supposed to read and discuss during the

seminar.
2. Preparation course (10 %).
Topics that are covered by the course are:
— research planning; — strategies for data analysis;
— becoming a researcher; — reporting on the results of the research;
— choosing the theme — creating informational tables,
for the research; graphs and diagrams;
— formulation of the theme; — making conclusions;
— study of scientific literature; — writing a summary;
— ethics of research; — giving and receiving
— arguments and evidence; constructive feedback;
— hypothesis formulation, — effective presentation.
its checking and proving;
3. Submitting the drafts timely (30 %).
4. Peer reviews (20 %) — timely and constructive comments on the works of other
students.

5. Final presentation (20 %) — 20-minute presentation with invited mentors, peers etc.

One more specific feature of studying at Applied Linguistics at Georgetown
University is the possibility to complete an accelerated Master’s degree program that allows
students to complete Bachelor’s degree training and start Master’s degree training
simultaneously. Students apply for this program of study in autumn of their last year of
Bachelor’s study and the decision about their acceptance is made in spring. It should be
mentioned that some courses in Linguistics, which students study during this time, are
counted for their Bachelor’s degree and some — for Master’s degree. Such courses are
called double-counted. Students meeting all the requirements to the degree obtain it
automatically without taking the final leaving exam.

Besides this accelerated Master’s degree program, there is also a traditional
Master’s degree program in Language and Communication — a two-year professional
program that is based on Applied Sociolinguistics. It provides students’ training necessary
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to become professionals capable of using linguistic skills in business, government, non-
profitable, technical and educational branches. The program is focused on application of
linguistic theory, research and methods in a wide range of career possibilities that are
accompanied by intensive professional development. Every student has an opportunity to
adjust the program to their academic and professional interests and goals. The program
allows students to work part-time and easily combine it with studying. The program covers
the following aspects of linguistics:

—artificial intelligence; — social communication;

—business and consulting; — voice and speech technologies;
—leadership and advocacy; — conservation policy;

—applied research; — user experience research and design;
—international governing; — marketing and branding.

Students can choose between two programs of study:

— 30-credit study (10 courses);

— 24-credit study (8 courses) and a Master’s Thesis (6 credits).

Compulsory courses for the Program include:

1. General linguistic disciplines: students who do not have substantial preliminary
training in linguistics have to focus on one of such disciplines during the first year of study.
Besides, it is better to make the choice not by oneself but in cooperation with a consultant.
This is not required of the students who have Bachelor’s degree in Linguistics but is
desirable as well. General linguistic disciplines include Phonetics, Syntax, Semantics,
Pragmatics, and Phonology (Master’s Degree Programs. Georgetown University, 2022).

2. Professionalization Seminar — a unique professional course aimed at
demonstrating how linguistics can be used in professional context. Overall, students at
Georgetown University are obliged to take part in professional development events during
the year and this professional development event is designed for graduates of MA program
in Linguistics to demonstrate how and where they can apply skills and training obtained at
the university, branches in which these skills are the most required and valued. The course
is aimed at increasing motivation of students and revealing the values and privileges of their
profession. The lessons are structured as a dynamic combination of lectures, discussions and
interactive tasks. Students develop their vision of how to use sociolinguistics professionally
through lectures and presentations of the invited lecturers who have experience of
combining theory and practice of sociolinguistics. Students choose the branch of their
professional interest on which they concentrate during the course, considering and
practically applying their training in the chosen branch of science. Students create their
professional portfolio (resume, application letter, online portfolio etc.) which in future can
be used while searching for a job (Eames, 2022). Students communicate among themselves
during professional events, attend Career Fairs, interview each other (simulating job
interviews) to practice their skills of combining professional training with their interests
and values in a chosen place of work (Andringa & Godfroid, 2020).

3. Three basic courses that form fundamental methodological, theoretical and
analytical competences in Sociolinguistics. The most popular here are the following
disciplines of the curriculum: Discourse Analysis, Intercultural Communication,
Sociolinguistic Methods, and Sociolinguistic Variations (Applied Linguistics. Georgetown
University, 2022).

Other courses of the Program are elective and cover different branches of
Linguistics: theoretical, applied, computational and sociolinguistic. Choosing them,
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students have an opportunity to deepen their knowledge in a definite branch of linguistics
(e.g. discourse analysis), obtain additional specialization (e.g. Computational Linguistics)
or get the general view of the profession. The most popular elective courses are:

— Forensic Linguistics; — Task-Based Language Teaching;

— Discourse of Social Media; — Second Language Acquisition and Bilingualism;
— Institutional Discourse; — Natural Language Processing;

— Language Data Analysis; — Communication, Culture and Study Abroad.

— Language Policy;

As in the case with general linguistic disciplines, it is advisable to select elective
courses together with the faculty consultant.

What concerns Master’s degree thesis, students have to apply for its writing and
the application must be approved. The application is to be submitted until the end of the
first year of studying. If it is approved, students give their suggestions as to the theme and
the plan of writing to the mentor. The work is read and revised by the faculty counselor.

After obtaining Master’s degree, students can submit application for PhD program
in one of the following branches: Applied Linguistics, Computational Linguistics,
Sociolinguistics, Theoretical Linguistics, and General Linguistics.

CONCLUSIONS AND PROSPECTS OF FURTHER RESEARCH

Thus, in the result of thorough study of BA, MA and PhD programs in Applied
Linguistics in American Universities, namely in Georgetown University, we can make a
conclusion about availability of groundbreaking ideas concerning their implementation that
are unique and useful for universities of developing countries and can easily be transferred
into their educational systems. Among the most notable are the ability of students to
complete an accelerated Master’s degree training, write a Senior Honor Thesis and
participate in inter-disciplinary research in cognitive science. Special attention should be
paid to compulsory and elective academic disciplines in the curriculum and possibilities for
practical application of the obtained skills and abilities.

The prospect of further research is the realization of PhD program at the
university, its peculiar features, curriculum, syllabi and practical implementation of
students’ acquired knowledge and skills in the applied branch of science and workplace.
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